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The Need To Do

In kiddush on Friday night we
declare that on the seventh day, “Hashem rested from all
the work He had created la'asos, to do.”

The mefarshim wonder about the final word. The pasuk
would make perfect sense without it. What does “laasos”
add?

The answer lies in a teaching of Chazal. Regarding the
pasuk “Hayom la'asosam—Today, to do them” Chazal explain
that Olam Hazeh is the world of action; Olam Haba is the
world of reward. The word laasos hints to the essence
of man’s existence: the purpose of this world is to do,
to accomplish. Only in the next world does one reap his
reward.

Since this world is designed for doing, Hashem gave
every person an inner drive to achieve and acquire. This
drive is not incidental. It ensures that one will, in fact, do
and accomplish while he is here.

A person may spend weeks researching the perfect car,
comparing models, reading reviews, even taking a second
job to afford it. The day he finally drives it home, he is
overjoyed. Two weeks later, he no longer cares about it.
The bumper is scratched, the car may be damaged in other
ways, but his mind has moved on to a renovation or some
other project.

What happened to his previous material obsession?
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In line with the insight from Chazal's words, this man
never truly craved to enjoy the car. He wanted to acquire
it. By divine decree, one cannot fully enjoy the fruits of his
labor in this world. He is here to acquire, not to enjoy. True
satisfaction belongs to Olam Haba alone.

This is what Shlomo Hamelech means when he says,
“Ohev kesef lo yisba kesef—He who loves money will never
be satisfied with money.” The word kesef refers not only to
money, but to anything a person strives toward: money,
clothes, vacations, houses—or mitzvos. No matter how
much he acquires, his desire will not be sated. He will
always be driven to do more.

How tragic it is when a person spends his life chasing
material things! When he finally passes from this world,
he arrives in the place where he can truly enjoy—but
everything he worked for has been left behind.

And how fortunate is the person who pursues Torah and
mitzvos! He carries his acquisitions with him into the place
where he can finally savor them.

This perpetually forward-driving impulse is clear
evidence of Hashem’s providence in the world. No animal
possesses it. Only human beings have an insatiable drive
to do and to accomplish—because only human beings were
given the magnificent opportunity to fulfill Hashem’s will
in this world and receive His reward in Olam Haba.

Based on Living In The Light. Rabbi Yehuda Schonfeld.
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