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Positive Parenting

The Medrash Tanchuma teaches
that when Hashem commanded Moshe to inform Bnei Yisroel
about the mitzvah of degalim, Moshe had a serious concern.
Assigning a specific place around the mishkan where each
shevet would camp would surely trigger machlokes. A shevet
that is told to camp to the east of the mishkan will ask to
camp on the west, and another shevet that is told to camp
on the west would argue to camp on the east. Each one
would have reasons to prefer a different spot!

But Hashem told Moshe that he had nothing to fear.
The Bnei Yisroel will not object and they will be perfectly
happy with their designated position. In fact, Hashem said
to Moshe "You aren't telling them anything new, they will
know on their own where they belong." Hashem explained
that Yaakov had long ago instructed the shevatim as to
exactly how they should position themselves when they
carry his aron to Mitzrayim.

"orraonar nknx” - They have in their hands a command
that was already passed down from their forefather. There
is no need to fear machlokes, they will be fully accepting.

But one might ask, if the Bnei Yisroel had any legitimate
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reason to be unhappy with a particular position, then why
would they be so accepting now that they heard it from
Yaakov?

The answer is simple, and very relevant! Every father
from every shevet related with great pride how their
Zayde, one of the shevatim, carried Yaakov’s aron. This
was a story that every yid heard at a pure young age. They
heard the story in a positive frame of reference, and that
is what remained with them. When Moshe told them of
the mitzvah of the degalim, those prideful feelings were
only reinforced. They would be carrying out and “living”
the heritage their parents and grandparents had instilled
in them with pride.

It is amazing how a mitzvah when presented with
a feeling of pride, from father to son, can elicit such an
uplifting reaction.

As parents, we have this golden opportunity and
responsibility to teach our children true Torah ideals at a
time when they are young and impressionable. The more
hashkafos, mitzvos, and hanhagos that we can give over to
our children, with pride and conviction, the more they will

be at an advantage to develop into true bnei torah.
(Based on Precious Stones. Rabbi Shaul Aryeh Zelinger. Machon Aleh Zayis)
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