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A New Flavor

When each new chodesh was determined by the spotting
of the new moon, Shavuos did not always fall on the
same date of the month. Chazal (Rosh Hashanah 6b) say
that Shavuos can fall on the fifth, sixth, or seventh days
of Sivan. Now that we use a fixed calendar, the Yom Tov
of Shavuos is always on the sixth and seventh days of the
month. How could they have celebrated Shavuos as Yom
Mattan Toraseinu on the fifth day of Sivan?

Indeed, the Tzelach (Pesachim 68b) asserts that during the
era of the Tanna'im when they determined Rosh Chodesh
based on the new moon, Shavuos was not accorded the
special status of Yom shenitnah bo Torah. Only after the
calendar was fixed, did the Yom Tov become synonymous
with Mattan Torah.

Perhaps this can explain why, according to the Mishnah
(Megillah 30b), the parsha of Shivah Shavuos is meant to
be read on Shavuos. That parsha has nothing to do with
Mattan Torah; it is about the korban of Shtei Halechem
which is to be brought in the Beis Hamikdash. However,
in the Braisa cited in the Gemara (ibid. 31a), a different
parsha is prescribed to be read, the parsha of Bachodesh
Hashelishi, which discusses the occasion of Mattan Torah.
When Shavuos was not necessarily celebrated on the sixth
or seventh days of the month, it would not make sense to
read the parsha of Bachodesh Hashelishi. However, since
today, the date of Shavuos is fixed on the sixth and seventh
of Sivan, and we celebrate Shavuos as the Yom Mattan
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Toraseinu, it does make sense to read about Mattan Torah.

There is a difference between the maaseh of a mitzvah
and the taam for the mitzvah. The word taam can mean
"rationale” and it can mean "taste." We as humans can
never know the absolute rationale for any mitzvah since
that is above human comprehension, but to do the mitzvos
properly, we must be able to "taste" the flavor of a mitzvah.
What is the flavor of Shavuos?

Following the Churban and the loss of the korban of
the Shtei Halechem, it became much harder to find flavor
in Shavuos. Chazal, with their infinite wisdom, shifted
the focus of Shavuos away from Chag Habikkurim, Chag
Hakatzir, and a Chag revolving around the Shtei Halechem,
to a chag revolving around Mattan Torah.

When Sefiras Ha’Omer was counted during the times of
the Beis Hamikdash, we may have been singularly focused
on counting towards bringing the korban of the Shtei
Halechem. Nowadays, however (see Midrash Zohar Raya
Mihemna Yisro and Ran end of Pesachim), Sefiras Ha’'Omer
is a countdown to Mattan Torah. This focus only became
possible because of the switch to using a fixed calendar.

Even the reading of Megillas Rus may reflect this newer
focus: Someone reading Megillas Rus during the times of
the Beis Hamikdash may have connected to the fact that
the main plot in the Megillah centers around the katzir, the
harvest. Shavuos was, after all, Chag Hakatzir. Nowadays,
we connect more with the fact that Rus was mekabeles the
Torah, just like we do on this day.
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