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Michtav Berachah

I was very gratified to hear of the forthcoming publication of an English
collection of divrei Torah and aggadah that I have said on the parshah,
including those I merited to hear from my rabbeim, the gedolei hador
of the previous generation.

This work is especially fitting for our generation, which is beset by
confusion and spiritual weakness. Studying the parshah strengthens
one’s faith and teaches him to perceive the Hand of Hashem in all events.
I trust that this sefer will bring encouragement to many, inspiring them
to greater emunah and yiras Shamayim.

I extend my heartfelt thanks to my grandson Rav Pinchas Yehuda
Sternbuch shlita. Aside from investing his heart and soul for the success
of the yeshiva and the bachurim, he also has expended much effort to
ensure the success of this sefer. I also thank Rav Shimon Szimonowitz
shlita and his staff at Machon Aleh Zayis for their efforts in preparing
and publishing this work, and for their worthy undertaking to
disseminate Torah in Klal Yisrael. I also wish to express my appreciation
to my dear friend Rav Reuven Schron shlita and to the other donors
who generously undertook to cover the publishing expenses for this
work. May the merit of the Torah stand by them and their families, and
may Hashem grant them all good, materially and spiritually. Etz chaim
hi lamachazikim bah, vsomcheha meushar.

I thank Hashem, Who in His great kindness has granted me the
privilege throughout my life to study and teach Torah, and to witness
the growth of the yeshivah that I was zocheh to establish, where bnei
Torah toil in Torah and refine their middos. I also wish to express my
appreciation to my son, Rav Ephraim Zalman shlit'a, who devotes
himself wholeheartedly to the talmidim, guiding them to attain higher
levels in Torah, yiras Shamayim, and middos tovos.

May Hashem, in His mercy, continue to grant me strength to teach
His Torah and to publish additional sefarim for the benefit of Klal
Yisrael. May the Torah never depart from my mouth, nor from the
mouths of my children and descendants, and may we merit soon the
complete redemption, when we shall see the glory of Hashem revealed

in the world.
A0 @ el

i




Table cy[ Contents

Introduction ........ ..

Bamidbar. ... ...

Torah in the Wilderness 3 ~ Rav Chaim’s Seclusion § ~ Hashem’s Love 6
~ Individual Worth 6 ~ True Leadership 7 ~ Vigilant Against Sin 8 ~
The Proper Environment 9 ~ Exalted Tribe 10 ~ Supporting Torah 11
~ Acquiring Merits 11 ~ Rebbi and Talmid 12 ~ Talmid Defined 13
~ Early Years 13 ~ To Merit a Miracle 14 ~ Keep Your Distance 15 ~
Dangerous Environment 16 ~ Separate from the Crowd 16 ~ Quality
Over Quantity 17 ~ In a Class of Their Own 17 ~ Sacred Tunes 18 ~
True Honor 19 ~ Confidence and Trust 19 ~ All You Can 20 ~ Watch
Over Them 21 ~ A Firm Position 21 ~ Dual Power 22 ~ Ben Torah
Defined 22 ~ Unique Roles 23

NSO . 24

Torah Above All 24 ~ Honor Them All 25 ~ Individual Accountability 25
~ The Effects of Sin 26 — Destructive Sin 26 ~ Sinning is Stealing 27 ~
Real Possessions 28 ~ An Important Role 28 ~ Lofty Aspirations 29 ~
Ambitious Goals 30 ~ Witnessing Sin 30 ~ Feelings for All 32 ~ Equal
Stature 32 ~ Make Every Day Count 33 — A Passing Opportunity 33
~ Worthy Abstinence 34 ~ Elevated Physicality 35 ~ Calling the
Kohanim 36 ~ A Disregarded Warning 36 ~ Exclusive Blessing 37
~ Assumed Lineage 38 ~ The Explicit Name 39 ~ Longing for the
Blessing 40 ~ Persistence Pays 40 ~ Embrace the Struggle 41 ~ Unique
Offering 41



I | Rav Moshe Sternbuch on Chumash

Behaaloscha. ... ...

APrivileged Role 42 ~ Independent Growth 44 ~ Kiruvin Yeshivah 44
~ Aharon’s Consistency 45 ~ The Concern of the Chazon Ish 46 ~
Pristine in Public 46 ~ Chosen Tribe 47 ~ Time to Prepare 48 ~ A
Blessing for Longevity 48 ~ An Independent Mitzvah 49 ~ Palpable
Excitement 49 ~ Two Types of Oness so ~ Adapt the Message 52
~ Answering the Call 52 ~ Immediate Action §3 ~ Mussar on
Shabbos §3 ~ Priorities 54 ~ Unique Perspective 54 ~ Two Eras 55
~ Responsibility to Children §6 ~ Caring for Their Nation §6 ~ Feeling
Another’s Pain §7 —~ Wise and Humble 57 ~ Ina League of His Own 58
~ Simple Faith 58

Shelach . ... ...

Seeking Inspiration 60 ~ When the Earth Shook 61 ~ Lashon Hara
Against the Land 61 ~ Bitachon and Hishtadlus 62 -~ The Missing
Funds 63 —~ Leadership 64 ~ The Dangers of Humility 64 ~ In His
Own Hands 65 ~ An Honest Report 66 ~ Community Engagement 67
~ The Hidden Tzaddik 67 ~ Influenced by Others 68 ~ A Lapse
in Emunah 69 - Higher Standards 70 ~ Disregard the Critics 70 ~
Reward and Struggle 71 ~ The Treasure of Youth 71 ~ The Power of
the Yetzer Hara 72 ~ Unintended Effect 72 ~ Giving with Joy 73 ~
Shaming Talmidei Chachamim 74 ~ Engaged in Torah Study 75 -
Immersed in Torah 76 ~ Liable for Death 76 ~ Important Garments 77
~ Tzitzis at Night 78 ~ Immediate Payment 79 ~ Practice What You
Preach 79

Korach . ... oo

From Great Heights to Heresy 81 ~ The Tendency of Conflict to
Spread 83 ~ Escaping Conflict 84 ~ Blinded by Wealth 84 ~ Clear
Thinking 85 ~ False Honor 85 ~ AJew at Heart 86 ~ Immortal Status 87
~ Transcending This World 87 ~ No Grudges 88 ~ Satisfactory Role 89
~ In Defense of Torah 89 ~ Conflict is Never Justified 9o ~ Impure
Money 91 ~ Pure Funding 91 ~ In Every Generation 92 ~ Total
Sacrifice 93 ~ The Secret Yeshivah 94 ~ Pidyon Haben Through a
Shaliach 95 ~ The Mohel 95 ~ Pidyon for an Adult 96 ~ Partnership
to Serve Hashem 97 ~ Uncertain Intent 98 ~ Chaburos 98 ~ Early
Revival 99 ~ Temporary Separation 99



Table of Contents | 111

The Torah’s Divine Nature 101 ~ Constant Reminder 102 ~ A Time for
Decrees 102 ~ A Communal Kiddush Hashem 104 ~ Firm Response 104
~ Spiritual Health 105 ~ The Yoke of Torah 106 - Fixed Times for
Learning 106 ~ Appropriate Arrogance 107 ~ Maximized Potential 108 ~
Acquiring Torah 108 ~ A Heavenly Sign 109 ~ Kohanim in Hospitals 110
~ A Clever Defense 111 ~ Guarded Openings 111 ~ Guarded Eyes 112
~ DPurifying Waters 112 ~ Purify the Public 112 ~ Final Moments 113
~ 'The Death of a Tzaddik 115 ~ Dual Accountability 116 ~ Precious
Moments 116 ~ Unity Protects 117 ~ Identity Change 118 ~ Cheshbon
Hanefesh 118 ~ Self-Judgment 119

Victory Through Tefillah 120 ~ Powerful Psalms 121 ~ Rules of
Engagement 121 ~ Free of Conscience 122 ~ Living for Pleasure 123 ~
Behavior and Intellect 124 ~ An Effective Blessing 124 ~ Bilaam’s True
Intentions 126 ~ The Real Danger 127 ~ Impressive Positions 127 ~
Ashamed of His Son 128 ~ Doing Hashem’s Will 128 ~ Compared to
the Nations 130 ~ Civil Yet Cruel 131 ~ Reward Without Effort 132 ~
Immersed in Materialism 133 ~ Avoid the Struggle 133 ~ Enablers 134
~ Late-Night Meal 134 ~ Strong Foundations 135 ~ Remaining a Ben
Torah 136 - A Demanding Bein Hazmanim Schedule 137 ~ Spiritual
Complacency 137 ~ Sage Advice 138 ~ Connected to Her Gods 138 ~
Communal Accountability 139 ~ A Justified Interruption 140

Intention to Prevent 141 — True Zealotry 142 ~ Pure Zealotry 143 ~
Attacking the Gedolim 143 ~ Fighting Against Hashem 144 ~ Failing
to Protest 144 — Silent Approval 145 — Acting With Confidence 145 ~
Active Opposition 146 ~ Man of Peace 147 ~ The Limits of Peace 147
~ Unwanted Unity 148 ~ Defending His God 149 ~ For Love of His
People 149 ~ Fitto Lead 150 ~ The Cost of Silence 150 ~ Relinquishing
Rights 151 ~ Choosing a Leader 152 ~ Seeing the Land 152 ~ Desiring
Eretz Yisrael 153 ~ Tolerant Leadership 153 ~ The Role of a Rav 154
~ Leadership Qualities 155 ~ All Is Not Lost 155 ~ The Source Of
All Existence 156 ~ The Amazing Telephone 157 ~ The Definition of
Atzeres 158 ~ Accepted With Joy 159 ~ Two Days of Rosh Hashanah 159



IV | Rav Moshe Sternbuch on Chumash

Empowered Leaders 161 ~ Sanctified Speech 162 ~ Prophetic
Prediction 162 ~ Approved Vow 163 ~ Thoughts of Transgression 164 ~
Sinful Intent 165 ~ The Severity of Lashon Hara 166 ~ Equal Powers 167
~ Blind Obedience 167 ~ At Any Cost 168 ~ Pure Minds 169 ~ Pure
Environment 170 ~ Motivated to Fight 171 ~ Great Accomplishments 171
~ The Role of a Leader 172 ~ Reluctant to Punish 173 ~ Mourning His
Opponent 174 ~ Purifying Power 175 ~ Mikveh Substitute 176 —
Tevilah for Aluminum Utensils 176 —~ A Wise Observation 177 ~ Hagalah
in Our Times 178 ~ Hagalah Before Tevilah 179 ~ Rental Utensils 180 ~
Personal Purification 181 ~ Missing Translation 182 ~ The Importance of
Learning Rashi 183 ~ Lasting merit 183 ~ Miraculous Delay 184

Appreciating the Good 185 ~ Following Hashem 186 ~ True Brachah 187
~ Focused on the Goal 187 ~ Fleeting Inspiration 188 ~ Avoid the
Streets 189 — Sanctified Streets 189 ~ Settling the Land 189 ~ Learning
in Lakewood 190 ~ Chosen Cities 191 ~ The Proper Approach Toward
Sinners 192 ~ Small Wins 194 — Exposure to Sin 195 — Spiritual
Saviors 196 — Desecrating the Land 197 ~ Excessive Honor 197



Tntroduction

With heartfelt gratitude to Hashem, we express our thanks for the great
kindness He has shown us in allowing us to publish this sefer, Rav Moshe
Sternbuch on Chumash, a work that brings the Torah wisdom of Maran
Posek Hador, Rav Moshe Sternbuch shlita to the tzibbur at large.

The teachings collected here are drawn primarily from the Rav’s many
years of delivering shmuessen on the weekly parshah in his Beis Medrash,
Merkaz HaTorah, in Johannesburg, South Africa, and later in his Beis
Medrash HaGra in the Har Nof neighborhood of Yerushalayim, and in
the Yeshivah Gedolah under his leadership in Beit Shemesh. Additionally,
halachic discussions were selected from Rav Moshe’s many halachic
works and inserted in the relevant parshiyos. These divrei Torah were
published and widely distributed each week in tens of thousands of copies
throughout Eretz Yisrael and abroad, and were eventually collected and
published in Hebrew in the Biurim V’Hanhagos al HaTorah and Vayaged
Moshe series.

In these talks, Rav Moshe Sternbuch presents incisive halachic analysis
and profound insights into the pesukim and words of Chazal, along
with guidance in avodas Hashem and practical lessons for navigating the
challenges of our generation. His words often draw upon the wisdom
of the great Torah giants of earlier generations with whom he merited a
close connection.

In recent years, many have requested that these teachings be made
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available in English as well. Rav Shimon Szimonowitz and the team at
Machon Aleh Zayis have undertaken this project, with the hope that it
will bring the Rav’s timeless guidance to an even wider audience.

Included alongside the collected teachings are relevant stories told
by Rav Moshe of the gedolim he merited a connection with, including
Rav Elchonon Wasserman, Chazon Ish, the Brisker Rav, the Tchebiner
Rav, his rebbi Rav Moshe Schneider zt”] and many others. Additionally,
relevant stories told by Rav Moshe’s talmidim about Rav Moshe himself
were selected from the Hebrew books Gadol B’kirbech and Me'onos Arayos
to add context and give readers a glimpse of the greatness of the author,
thereby enhancing their ability to properly appreciate and absorb, Rav
Moshe’s elevated words.

We conclude with a heartfelt tefillah that Hashem grant Rav Moshe
shlita many more years of strength and tranquility, so that we may
continue to learn from the wellsprings of his Torah and wisdom. Just as
we have merited to bring this volume to completion, may we be privileged

to continue publishing more of his teachings for the benefit of Klal Yisrael.



Bamidbar

Torah in the Wilderness

1°0 71273 Nwn YR 'N 12T
Hashem spoke to Moshe in the Wilderness of Sinai (Bamidbar 1:1).

Why does the pasuk mention that the Torah was given in the wilderness?
This alludes to the connection between Matan Torah and the desert,

which can be explained in numerous ways:

Available for Others
The Midrash explains (Bamidbar Rabbah 1:7), Anyone who does not
make himself like an ownerless wilderness cannot acquire wisdom and Torah.
Rather than devoting all available time to his own learning, one should
make himself available to teach anyone who wishes to learn. This will not

impede his personal growth, but will actually advance it.

Trust

The desert, devoid of any source of food and water, symbolizes trust
in Hashem. Anyone who attempts to cross it must firmly believe that
Hashem will provide for him, even where no natural means of survival
exist.

Similarly, one who wishes to succeed in Torah must recognize that he

cannot rely on his own natural abilities to arrive at a true understanding
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of Torah, but must trust in Hashem to assist him in reaching the proper
conclusions. As the Vilna Gaon writes (Even Shlomo 3:1), Torah cannot

endure in someone who lacks bitachon.

Just Passing Through

Anyone who is in the desert is merely passing through on his journey
to his destination, not residing there permanently.

To accept the yoke of Torah, Bnei Yisrael needed to recognize that
this world is likewise no more than a desert, a temporary stop along the

journey to their final destination.

Under Any Circumstances

The desert is a brutal place to be; its harsh conditions make any
journey extremely difficult.

To truly accept the Torah, Bnei Yisrael needed to commit to observing

the mitzvos even in the most difficult circumstances.

Torah Without Borders

The desert is an unimportant place, far from the large cities and centers
of civilization. The Torah was given in the desert to teach that Torah is not
bound to any specific place, and can be found even in the most far-flung

and insignificant places in the world.

Torah in Every Era

Throughout history, various groups have portrayed Torah observance
as an obligation that depends on Klal Yisrael's circumstances. The maskilim
claimed that the Torah was meant to be observed only when Klal Yisrael
lives in Eretz Yisrael, where Hashem’s presence rests. The early Zionists
argued the opposite, maintaining that the Torah served only to preserve
our identity while we lived in exile among the nations, but is no longer
necessary once we reside alone in our own land.

The Torah was given in the desert to disprove these two claims. Klal
Yisrael was not in Eretz Yisrael at the time, nor in exile amongst the

nations, but they nevertheless accepted the Torah and its mitzvos.
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In Isolation

The desert is a place of seclusion where one can live removed from
society. To succeed in Torah and avodas Hashem, one must separate
himself from society and focus solely on his own inner world. He must
hold himself accountable to his own expectations of himself and not
assume that it is sufficient to meet the expectations of the surrounding

society.

Rav Chaim’s Seclusion

Rav Avraham Kalmanovitz related that he once visited Rav Chaim
Brisker in his home and found him sitting alone in a darkened
room. He explained that the Rambam (De'os 6:1) writes:

If he is in a country whose customs are evil and whose people do
not go in the straight path, he should go to a place whose people are
righteous and conduct themselves in a good way. If all the countries he
knows of and hears about conduct themselves in a no-good manner, like
in our times, or he cannot go to another country whose conduct is good
because of the bandits on the road, or due to illness, he should sit alone
as it says, “He should sit alone and be silent.” If they are evil sinners
who do not allow him to remain in the country unless he mingles with
them and conducts himself in their evil ways, he should go out to the
caves and the deserts.

Rav Chaim explained that from time to time he secludes
himself in his home, imagining himself alone in a desert, and makes
an accounting of his mitzvah observance and avodas Hashem,
contemplating whether he is using his life to the fullest, or wasting

it in pursuit of worldly pleasures.



