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Humble Warrior

“I cannot carry this entire nation alone... And Hashem said to
Moshe: ‘Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel...”
(Bamidbar 11:14-16)

Why does the pasuk say “shivim ish,” in the singular
form, rather “shivim anashim,” in the plural? The Midrash
Rabbah (15:23) answers that these seventy elders were to
resemble both Hashem and Moshe. The term “ish” alludes
to Hashem, who is described as “Ish milchamah—a Man of
war” (Shemos 15:3) and to Moshe, about whom it is written,
“Ha'ish Moshe—The man Moshe was exceedingly humble”
(Bamidbar 12:3).

What does this mean? In what way could the zekeinim
resemble Hashem and Moshe?

Rav Yaakov Hopfer, rav of She'eiris Israel in Baltimore,
offers a beautiful explanation. The seventy elders were now
being introduced to leadership, and the Torah teaches them
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the two foundational qualities—the might of a warrior and
the humility of a servant—that are essential to that role.

On one hand, a leader must be an ish milchamah—a
fighter. He must fight to uphold his community’s standards,
confront obstacles head-on and fearlessly remove whatever
threatens his people’s wellbeing. This demands strength,
resolve, and a readiness for battle.

On the other hand, a leader must embody the humility
of Moshe. He must subordinate himself to his people and
understand that his role is one of service, not status. His
motivations must be pure, untainted by the pursuit of
honor.

Rav Hopfer adds that this does not apply only to
communal leaders. Every individual is a leader, in his own
family, at least. Each person is called upon to carry both
qualities: the courage to fight for those in our care, and the
humility to serve them.
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