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With Moshe Rabbeinu about to leave the world, Klal
Yisrael needed a new leader. According to Yalkut Shimoni
(Pinchas 776), Yehoshua bin Nun was a surprise pick. The
Midrash explains the unexpected choice with a pasuk in
Mishlei: “Whoever tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and one
who watches over his master will be honored.” This pasuk
describes Yehoshua.

Why was Yehoshua not the obvious successor of Moshe?
And if there was a reason he should not have been chosen,
how does comparing him to a person tending a fig tree
justify the choice?

With regard to most fruits, the entire yield can be harvested
at once. After waiting for the orchard to ripen, the farmer can
harvest the whole crop quickly. Figs, by contrast, do not ripen
all at once. They also must remain on the tree until fully ripe,
as they do not ripen well after they are picked. Harvesting the
fig crop, therefore, is a drawn-out job. The farmer is compelled
to examine the tree every morning and gently pick only the
figs that have fully ripened. On the other hand, he must not
pick them too late, as overripe figs split, spoil, ferment, or
are eaten by birds. The picking itself must also be done very
delicately so as not to squash the soft ripe fruit.

Thus, tending a fig tree involves quiet, patient work,
done over and over every single morning for weeks. (See

YW 1INYIW 0P WIpAn 0’2 PRY PWIY1,10 1950171 1270 X2 TR
21091 NR WATT 2230 721,(X ,N1 N1272) N2atan 01pna POy 1951 0IX
SOV 1270 R0 0,722 NIRY 77131 PNIN°a N7 YWRY 1N 21370 NR
M7 NT21,°9K DYDY D'WIARYD DIORY ONY 1N117IRW R 7 WRY "nn”

070NN 929199 N nn1 nnvbo vhnw ,”’n% ninva nva”

Aderes Eliyahu Mishlei ibid.)

The Malbim (ibid.) points out that the pasuk does not use
the word “shomer,” the more common term meaning “one
who guards.” The stronger term “notzer” is used, because
the owner of a fig tree must be especially vigilant.

Rav Yisrael Salanter writes in a letter (Ohr Yisrael letter
27) that talmud Torah includes two distinct elements: the
act of learning Torah and the act of acquiring Torah.

Acquiring Torah, he further explains, has two parts.
One is acquiring bekius and the other is acquiring the tools
for understanding Torah. Rav Yisrael Salanter adds that
because acquiring Torah is the more dominant element of
the mitzvah, it is worthwhile to interrupt the act of learning
for the sake of acquiring. For example, it is worthwhile to
leave one’s town and travel far away to find a great rebbi to
learn from, to acquire his derech, his way of learning and
thinking even if it involves interrupting the act of learning.

This was the greatness of Yehoshua — and conversely
the mistake of the less worthy zekeinim of his generation.

Others reasoned, “Surely it is better to sit and learn
without interruption than vigilantly tend to Moshe
Rabbeinu. Why waste all that time?” But Yehoshua never
moved away from Moshe’s tent. He understood that serving
his rebbi, thereby standing ready to receive his wisdom, was
worth more than any amount of uninterrupted learning.

When it was revealed that Yehoshua was to be the new
leader, his peers cried out, “Alas for that embarrassment,
alas for that shame!” They had miscalculated.
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