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Chapter 1

The Quest for the Chilazon
— A Brief History

AWK ,NY5N NIXn 1Ay 035 R nnw n137 0w a1 wsd
(511 >1nw naw) 1ANRA TYIR1 0°370 122012193

It has been many years that I have focused on the topic of the
mitzvah of techeiles, which due to our numerous transgres-
sions, has been withheld from us.

The Mitzvah
019 By nxo¥ oiv wyl oavR naax YRAw? 213 YR 137
(91 1313) NYON 5PNA 7107 NXOX YV 11011 0N oaTaa

Speak to the children of Israel and say to them that they
should make for themselves tzitzis on the corner of their
garments, throughout their generations, and they should
place upon the tzitzis of each corner a thread of techeiles.

Techeiles is a blue dye* acquired from a sea-creature called chilazon.

1 See Chapter 12.



2 Techeiles

The Torah obligates us to dye a portion of our tzitzis strings using
this dye.

At some point between the destruction of Bayis Sheini and the
Gaonic period, the mesorah of techeiles was lost.? Throughout the
period of the Rishonim and the Acharonim it was considered lost, and
there were no specific efforts to rediscover techeiles through that
period. The unspoken assumption seemed to be that the mesorah
was lost and it was not possible to rediscover it.3

First Attempt at Rediscovery

The first attempt at rediscovering the chilazon came in 1879.
Rabbi Gershon Henoch Leiner, the Rebbe of Radzyn, wrote a brief
work, Sefunei Temunei Chol, in which he argued that techeiles can be
rediscovered and he laid out a framework for doing so. The Rebbe
categorized the identifying features found in the Gemara, midrashim,
and Rishonim, creating a list of likely features of the chilazon.

Following a trip to an aquarium (Stazione Zoologica) in Naples,
Italy, he identified the common cuttlefish, a squid-like creature,
as the chilazon. This fish has a black ink sack; the Radzyner Rebbe,
following the advice of a local chemist, was able to transform the
black ink into a blue dye. Following this discovery, he published his
second sefer on the topic, Pesil Techeiles, which details his theory
explaining how the cuttlefish matches the descriptions of the chi-
lazon that had been laid out in his first sefer, and how his method
of dyeing the strings fulfills the obligation of techeiles.

The Radzyner Rebbe traveled across Europe to try to convince
the gedolim to accept his discovery, but had little success. Outside
of Radzyner and Breslov chassidim, few agreed with Rabbi Leiner’s
position.*

2 See Chapter 17.
3 See Chapter 17, that the chilazon was hidden.
4 Many Breslov chassidim accepted the new techeiles due to a tradition passed
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Much of the pushback that Rabbi Leiner received was due to the
understanding, based largely in the midrashim, and comments by the
Arizal and the Vilna Gaon, that the techeiles had been hidden and
could not be rediscovered naturally. Additionally, many responded
by pointing out inconsistencies with identifying the cuttlefish as
the chilazon, based on primary sources in the Gemara and Rishonim.
In response, the Radzyner Rebbe later wrote another sefer, Ein
Hatecheiles, responding to these issues, and attempting to convince
the Rabbis of his time to adopt his version of the techeiles. However,
they were not convinced, and the assumption that the chilazon was
lost remained largely unchanged.

Christian Theologians

Interestingly, even before the Radzyner Rebbe endeavored to
rediscover the lost chilazon, Christian biblical scholars were offering
theories as to the source of the “Biblical Blue.” Without a mesorah,
they turned to history books and ancient encyclopedias, and quickly
discovered that there were not many sea-creatures that produced
dyes.

Although only used until the fall of Constantinople in the 15th
century, a specific family of snails was historically famous for
producing beautiful dyes in the purple color spectrum. Ranging
from a blue-purple, or violet color, to a deep red-purple, these
snail-sourced dyes were the most famous dyes, and had been used
by the royal class of the Roman and Byzantine empires. These
snails, the Muricidae, were the only creatures known to produce

down by Rav Avraham (ben Rav Nachman) Chazan (1849-1917) that in the
year 1888 (rmnn) one of the signs of Mashiach would emerge. He said this
was hinted to in the verse 11°x oman 170 anx, as the word oman has the same
letters as the year mnan. When the Radzyner Rebbe claimed to have found the
chilazon that same year, Rav Avraham went to meet him, and was convinced
that this was the true techeiles.



