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Eichah

Megillas Eichah discusses the tragedies the Jews suffered
at length, but it does not dwell on the actual churban Beis
Hamikdash nearly as much. Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt”] in
his sefer Taamah D’kra suggests that the reason may be
explained based on Chazal’s words in Bereishis Rabbah (42,
siman 3), that every instance of “V’hayah” denotes joy. The
Midrash challenges this rule: The pasuk says, “V’hayah —
and it was — when Yerushalayim was captured” (Yirmiyahu
38:28). How can this pasuk be understood to be joyous?

On the day of the churban Klal Yisrael received kapparah
for their sins, as Rav Shmuel bar Nachman said: Yisrael
received a great atonement for their sins on the day the
Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, as it is stated, “Your
iniquity is complete, O daughter of Tzion” (Eichah 4:22).

The destruction of the Beis Hamikdash was a benefit
to Klal Yisrael, teaches Rav Chaim, in that their sins were
forgiven, and in that Hashem poured out His wrath upon
wood and stones. Accordingly, the megillah elaborates only
on the calamities that came in its wake, for those were
purely detrimental (see Tosafos, Kiddushin 31b).
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She has become like a widow (1:1). Yerushalayim became
like a woman whose husband has traveled overseas but
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intends to return to her (Gemara Sanhedrin 104a). Chazal
say thatitis established that a man does notleave his house
empty (Kesubos 107a). Similarly, Rav Chaim points out, at
the destruction of the First Beis Hamikdash, Hashem left
behind “hecharash v’hamasger,” the talmidei chachamim; at
the destruction of the Second Beis Hamikdash, Yavneh
and its chachamim; and so on in every generation — the
tannaim, the amoraim, the Torah sages of each era.
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Yehudah has gone into exile because of affliction and because
of great servitude (1:3). Rav Chaim finds in this pasuk an
allusion to the Mishnah in Avos (5:9): “Exile comes to the
world on account of idolatry, on account of immorality, on
account of bloodshed, and on account of failure to release
the land during shemittah.”

The word oni (affliction) contains the roshei teivos
of avodah zarah, niuf (immorality), and yishafech — a
reference to bloodshed. “Great servitude” (merov avodah)
refers to shemittas haaretz, during which okumei ilana —
labor required to sustain a tree — is permitted, and only
extensive labor (rov avodah) is forbidden. (From the word
yishafech the Gemara [Sanhedrin 56b] derives that bnei
Noach are forbidden to commit bloodshed, as it is written,
“One who sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood
be shed” (Bereishis 9:6).
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