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Fearless Leaders
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As the end of Bnei Yisrael's wanderings in the midbar
neared, Moshe Rabbeinu was presented with a request
by the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven. They wished to remain
in ever haYarden, the eastern side of the Yarden, as its
land was good for pasturing their flocks. Initially, Moshe
reprimanded them for instilling fear in their fellow Jews,
since they appeared to be motivated by a desire to avoid
war with the Canaanite nations in Eretz Yisrael proper.
Ultimately, though, he accepted their offer to lead Bnei
Yisrael into battle and honored their request.

Moshe told them, “Im taasun kein... vihyisem nekiim
mei’Hashem umi’Yisrael—If you fulfill your commitment [to
go to war in the lead] you will be meritorious in the eyes of
Hashem and Yisrael” Thereafter, he warned them, “V’im lo
ta'asun kein, hinei chatasem laShem—If you do not fulfill your
commitment, you will have sinned before Hashem.”

By leading Bnei Yisrael in war, they would be virtuous
in the eyes of Hashem and of Bnei Yisrael; why, asks the
Dubner Maggid (Ohel Yaakov al haTorah), does the second
part of the pasuk imply that if they would not keep their
promise, they would have sinned only against Hashem?

From the statement “Vihyisem nekiim mei’Hashem
umi’Yisrael” the Yerushalmi (Shekalim 3) derives that one is
obligated to maintain a good name in the eyes of his fellow
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Jews, just as he must remain blameless before Hashem.
However, says the Dubner Maggid, it is reasonable to
assume that the obligation toward Hashem is the greater
one, since the way one is perceived by other people is
not always in his control. But in this case, if Bnei Yisrael
would perceive their actions wrongly, it would have been
a sin before Hashem. How so? Even if they remained
behind solely because of the land, not out of fear of war,
Bnei Yisrael would still assume that they were motivated
by fear. They would thereby cause their fellow Jews to lose
faith in Hashem and fear the battles ahead; this is a sin
against Hashem. Therefore, Moshe ended by saying, “hinei
chatasem laShem,” meaning that even if you may have
fulfilled your obligation to maintain your good name in the
eyes of your fellow Jews, in this case you would still have
sinned against Hashem for instilling fear in the hearts of
Bnei Yisrael.

With this the Dubner Maggid answers another question.
Why did the fulfillment of the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven’s
request depend on their leading the way? Couldn’t they
have simply joined the battle along with the rest of the
nation? No, explains the Dubner Maggid, that would
not have sufficed to prove to Bnei Yisrael that they were
not afraid. Had they only joined in battle, Bnei Yisrael
would believe that they had been forced to, despite their
fear. Only with a fearless offer to lead the way did they
demonstrate to the rest of Bnei Yisrael that their request
had never been motivated by fear; and in this merit their
request was granted.
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