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After the sin of the meraglim, Hashem threatened to strike
Bnei Yisrael with a plague and to make of Moshe a nation
greater and mightier than they. Moshe entreated Hashem
to have mercy on His people. He expressed concern that the
nations would claim that Hashem slaughtered Bnei Yisrael
in the wilderness because He was unable to bring them into
the Land He had sworn to them. He therefore begged that
Hashem’s power be made great, that He demonstrate His
might—"“as you have spoken, saying”—and he proceeded to
quote the Middah of Erech Apayim.

Simply understood, Moshe asked Hashem to display His
power by ousting the seven nations who inhabited the Land
and settling Bnei Yisrael there instead.

Rashbam and Ibn Ezra, however, explain that Moshe
was referring to the power to overcome wrath. Restraining
one’s temper is the supreme demonstration of strength.
Accordingly, Hashem’s mastery over His anger is a far greater
projection of might than the conquest of seven nations.
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This point is made by Shlomo Hamelech (Mishlei 16:32):
“p 72197 1172 YWIn1 11241 0°OX IR 10— Better is the slow to
anger than the mighty warrior, and one who governs his spirit
than the conqueror of a city.”

Moshe’s concern was that the nations would attribute to
Hashem the inability to conquer the cities of Eretz Yisrael.
He therefore asked Hashem to project a display of might
greater still. How so? By being slow to anger, as He had
spoken.

If Moshe was troubled that the nations might perceive
a weakness in Hashem, chas v’shalom, how could restraint
toward Bnei Yisrael show them otherwise? The lesson is
clear: One who restrains his anger is strong, not only in the
eyes of Hashem and Chazal alone, but to all.

When the Mishnah (Avos 4:1) asks, “nx w1501 7123 1K
11x—Who is the true warrior? He who conquers his spirit,” it
means that this is something that even the nations of the
world recognize.

The English idiom, fittingly, speaks of “exercising
restraint.” This is the ultimate exercise.
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