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S5/ DTSN Strengthening Bein

Hametzarim

In the days of Shabsai Tzvi, the fast days commemorating
the churban and their various minhagim were limited and even
abolished by his followers. Specifically, the
seventeenth of Tammuz was considered a chag.

Gedolei Yisrael were alarmed when they noticed
a breach in the minhagim of bein hametzarim
and Tishah bAv. Rav Chaim Benveniste
(Knesses Hagedolah) writes that smoking, which
technically is permitted even on Tishah bAy,
should be restricted on fast days, and that one
who transgresses should be excommunicated. The
later poskim are baffled by the Knesses Hagdolah’s
stand, but Rav Yosef Zechariah Stern (the rav
of Shavel) explained that the Knesses Hagedolah
was stringent in these halachos because he lived
through the Shabsai Tzvi period. See also Yabia
Omer (Vol. 1 33:17), who discusses this issue.

In Megillas Sefer, Rav Yaakov Emden tells of a

Pompey’s Invasion
(rmna ™% nnN°5o) °Yn Ypani 2711Rk0 22 0r

The Mishnah (Taanis 26b) says that on the 17th of Tammuz the
city of Yerushalayim was breached. According to the Bavli, this
refers only to the churban of the Second Beis Hamikdash. Before
the first churban, the city was breached on the ninth of Tammuz.
However, according to the Yerushalmi, the city was breached
on the seventeenth before the first churban as well. Rav Yaakov
Emden (Siddur, Mor Uketziah [#549]) adds that according to
Sefer Yosippon, the city was breached on the 17th of Tammuz an
additional time in the days of Pompey.

This occurred over a century before the churban
(63 BCE), during the war between Hyrkanos
and Aristobolus of the Chashmonai dynasty.
The Gemara (Menachos 64b) states that during
this civil war, the grains for the omer and
the shtei halechem were brought from outside
Yerushalayim, as the fields in Yerushalayim had
been destroyed. During this battle, Hyrkanos
and his men were outside Yerushalayim, and
Aristobolus was inside, controlling Yerushalayim
and the Beis Hamikdash. Despite their fierce

Rav Yosef Zechariah Stern zt”]

great wedding celebration that took place on the night of the
seventeenth of Tammuz, with the sheva brachos continuing well
into the Bein Hametzarim. (See Rabbi Shimon Szimonowitz’
article (Alim Balak 5782) on Rav Emden’s position against
making a wedding on the night of the 17th of Tammuz. He notes
. the possibility that Rav Emden’s concern was the
“great celebration” that took place at this time of
year. Even if we permit a celebration, it should be
somewhat limited).

In another place in Megillas Sefer Rav Emden
reports that one year on the seventeenth of
Tammuz he was afflicted with a painful disease.
Although his doctor warned him not to fast,
he did not listen. “I will not eat on the chag of
Shabsai Tzvi,” he said. “I am certain that this has
come upon me as a test.” He was ill until Tishah
b’Av, when he fasted again despite his medical
condition. Although it harmed his health for a
while afterwards, he eventually recovered and
thanked Hashem for restoring his strength.

Jews observed Shabbos and remarkably ordered his soldiers
not to fight on Shabbos. However, Pompey persisted with the
siege and eventually entered the Beis Hamikdash. Amazingly, the
avodah was never interrupted, though people were killed while
performing the avodah. An estimated twelve thousand Jews
were killed throughout the siege.

When Pompey entered the Kodesh Hakodoshim, he was in
awe and did not touch anything. He commanded the kohanim
to cleanse the Beis Hamikdash and resume the avodah. He
then appointed Hyrkanos as kohen gadol and left Yerushalayim.
However, the Romans began to view Eretz Yisrael as their
colony and placed heavy taxes on the Jews.
Unfortunately, the damage was done and once
the Romans got involved, they would never leave.
This is another aspect to the tragedies of Shivah
Asar b’Tammuz—the beginning of the end.
another

Interestingly, calamity of the

seventeenth of Tammuz mentioned in the
mishnah (.ibid) was the cessation of the korban
tamid. Simply understood, this refers to the

PR period before the churban. However, some say

battle, the avodah continued as usual. Every 5l

day Aristobolus’s people lowered money to
Hyrkanos’s men outside the city, and they would
send back an animal for the korban tamid.

The two brothers could not make peace, and
the Roman general Pompey was asked to arbitrate. Hyrkanos was
willing to accept Pompey’s sovereignty, but Aristobolus would
not. As a result, Pompey and his army laid siege to Yerushalayim.
On the 17th of Tammuz the city of Yerushalayim was breached.

According to Yosippon, Aristobolus’s army retreated into the
area of the Har Habayis and destroyed the bridge that connected
it to the city. While in Yerushalayim, Pompey noticed that the
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that it refers to an event that occurred during
etk this civil war. The Gemara Menachos (ibid.) says
mpaniumgwe  that one day, a wicked elderly man convinced
Hyrkanos’s people that the merit of the korban
tamid was protecting Aristobolus. On that fateful
day the people of Hyrkanos sent a pig instead of
the regular korban, causing the land to tremble. Some explain
that this incident occurred on the seventeenth of Tammuz and
the tamid was suspended. Perhaps on the very same day that the
tamid was interrupted, the city of Yerushalayim was breached by
Pompey. May we merit the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash and

Yerushalayim in the coming days.
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