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Rabbi Yitzchok Leizerson

1333 ﬁ‘Dy Lost and Found?

Based on Chilazon Hatecheiles by Rabbi Mordechai Cohen shlita

Rabi Yosi met an old man who earned his livelihood from the chilazon.
Astonished, he asked whether it could still be found; the man swore that it lay
in a place in the sea between the mountains, ringed by spiders that kill anyone
who approaches. Rabi Yosi replied that it is noticeable that the techeiles was
hidden away for the righteous in the future. (Sifri Devarim 354)

The midrashim (Bamidbar Rabbah, Shelach 17; Tanchuma,
Shelach 29) state that the techeiles was “nignaz.” The term nignaz
is commonly used to connote that something is hidden until the
times of Mashiach. For example, see Seder Olam Rabbah (Chap.
17) regarding Eliyahu; Horiyos 12a regarding the Aron; Talmud
Yerushalmi Sotah 9:16; Sotah 49b regarding the chochmah of Rabi
Eliezer; Yerushalmi Brachos 8:6 regarding the light of Bereishis;
and more. However, the Eitz Yosef explains the word nignaz to
mean that techeiles was “forgotten.”

When It Fell Several sugyos describe Amoraim wearing
Out of Use techeiles (Menachos 43a; Avodah Zarah 39a;
Chulin 95b). The latest mention of the existence of techeiles is as
late as 500 C.E. — Mar from Mashchi brought techeiles in the years
of Rav Achai (Menachos 43a). The wording implies a noteworthy
event; seemingly by that point techeiles was difficult to obtain
(see Yaavetz, Sotah 48b). By the time of the Geonim it is spoken
of in the past tense (Shaarei Teshuvah 159), and Rav Achai Gaon
omits its halachos altogether, which the Haamek Sheailah (6)
attributes to their no longer having it.

Why Did It The Arizal (Pri Eitz Chaim, Tzitzis 5; Shaar
Disappear? Hakavanos, Tzitzis 4) writes that after the churban
there was no techeiles. But how do we understand the sugyos
describing Amoraim wearing techeiles well after the churban?

Rav Shalom Dovber of Lubavitch (Igros Kodesh 158) explains
that the Tannaim and Amoraim conducted themselves as though
the Beis Hamikdash still stood, and could therefore wear techeiles.
The Arizal, then, does not mean that no techeiles existed, but that
Klal Yisrael was no longer on the level to wear it — and it faded
from use accordingly.

The Radvaz (2:685) explains why the chilazon’s disappearance
coincided with the churban. During the era of the Beis Hamikdash,
the chilazon would miraculously rise from the sea on its own to
be gathered. After the churban this miracle stopped occurring.
Although the Radvaz is referring to the destruction of the first Beis
Hamikdash, it makes sense to assume that the same happened
with the rebuilding and subsequent destruction of the second
Beis Hamikdash. Once it no longer surfaced, only expert trappers
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could obtain it and eventually techeiles fell out of use entirely.

The Rishonim The rishonim had no techeiles. The Rif (Menachos
13b) simply states: and now that we have no techeiles. The
Rambam (Peirush HaMishnayos, Menachos 4:1) explains that we
do not know how to dye it, seemingly because we no longer have
the chilazon. Rav Avraham ben HaRambam (Hamaspik, Hilchos
Tzitzis) is explicit that it is the missing tradition for identifying
the chilazon that leaves later generations unable to make
techeiles.

Can It Be That the chilazon is hidden does not mean it is
Found? nowhere on earth. The Maharil (Shu”t Hachadashos
5) and many acharonim reason that techeiles may yet be found,
and that given the identifying descriptions in the sources it
would be simple to produce.

Will It Be This does not mean that the chilazon will be found
Found? before Mashiach. The loss of a mitzvah d’Oraysa for
over a thousand years was no accident. If Hashem took it away
from us, it is unlikely to be rediscovered through research. When
the Shulchan Aruch rules that we have no techeiles nowadays, the
Gra (OC 9:2) sources the ruling to the midrash — the reason we
lack it is that it was nignaz.

The Ohr Hachaim and the Alshich (Bamidbar 15:38) find this
hinted in the word [dorosam, placed before the mention of
techeiles: the white strings are for all generations, techeiles is not.
Rav Chaim Volozhin (Ruach Chaim 3:1) adds that Hashem knew
there would be generations without techeiles, and gave them
tefillin in its place.

The concept of techeiles only returning when Mashiach comes
is cited by the Aruch HaShulchan (OC 9:12), who writes that
since the Radzyner Rebbe’s discovery had the backing of neither
the gedolei hador nor Klal Yisrael, the matter was set aside
until Mashiach comes. The Yeshuos Malko (OC 1) rules there is
no reason to be stringent, since Jews have accepted for over a
thousand years that techeiles was hidden. Later in the teshuvah
he entertains the possibility that the chilazon could be found as
we are in the generation of Mashiach, but only if it can be shown
beyond doubt that it has been rediscovered.

The same position runs through the poskim of the last century,
such as Rav Elyashiv (Kovetz Teshuvos 1:2), Rav Moshe Shternbuch
(Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 6:3), Rav Chaim Kanievsky (Daas Noteh
1:273, 277), and Rav Asher Weiss (Minchas Asher 2:2).

Rav Reuven Feinstein (in his haskamah to this sefer) writes
that his father, Rav Moshe zt"], was opposed to wearing techeiles
unless it had been proven without any doubt whatsoever that it
is correct, in order not to do that which the previous generations
have not done.
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