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Meshech Chochmah

Based on Meshech Chochmah on Bereishis, Translated and Elucidated
with In-Depth Annotation by Rabbi Avrohom Wagner shlita

[(X?,XD0) NWKY 7% NNPY1 1A NPWNI RN ND° NWR N°aWa X1

Itisnotfar-fetched to suggest the followingreason for the Torah’s
exemption of women from the mitzvah to procreate, obligating
only men: Hashem’s statutes and His ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all its paths are peace (Mishlei 3:17). This means that the Torah
did not burden a Jew with what his body cannot bear. Many of the
Torah’s laws show this. For example: The Torah forbade nothing
without providing a comparable permitted item, as Chazal
taught (Chullin 109b). For this reason, too, we are commanded
to fast only one day a year—Yom Kippur—before which we are
commanded and required to eat so that we have the strength to
fast... Even more so, at the time of victory in war, due to the surge
of emotion at the end of a successful campaign, Hashem knew
that the soldier is unlikely to withstand his passions L g
when he desires a yefas toar who was taken captive, [+ =
and the Torah therefore permitted even a married
yefas toar captive (Kiddushin 21b). “The Torah spoke
only against the evil inclination” (Kiddushin ibid.)...
We can see that this was a foundational precept for
the Chazal, since they exempted a woman whose
husband had children that died after his own death
from yibum; even though yibum should be required
here by a kal vachomer, because its ways are ways
of pleasantness it is inconceivable that the Torah
would force a woman already free to marry anyone
back into yibum.

Therefore, since women are endangered by birth, to the
point that Chazal said that it is common for women to die (see
Tosafos, Kesubos 83a), the Torah did not decree that a woman be
commanded to procreate, since requiring them to risk their lives
is not darchei noam...

This resolves how Rav Yosef (Yevamos 65b) proved that women
are not obligated to procreate from the pasuk (32:11), where
Hashem tells Yaakov: I am Keil Shakkai; be fruitful and multiply
using the singular form and did not say “be fruitful and multiply”
in the plural; this indicates that only Yaakov was commanded
to procreate, not his wives. The proof is difficult to understand,
since earlier pesukim do use the plural. The above resolves it: That
is, with regard to Adam and Chavah, whom Hashem blessed that
they be fruitful and multiply before the sin of the Eitz Hadaas,
when they did not experience pain in childbirth, both of them
were obligated to procreate, since there was no reason to exempt
a woman. Hashem therefore told both of them be fruitful and
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Rav Meir Simchah Hakohen zt”]

multiply using the plural form ... Regarding Yaakov, the pasuk
says be fruitful and multiply in the singular, excluding his wife,
so Rav Yosef’s proof holds. This is a correct way to resolve the
difficulty with Rav Yosef’s proof; the Maharsha (Sanhedrin 59b)
left this question on Rav Yosef’s proof from the form of our
pasuk with the comment, “it can be resolved,” and this is what

he meant. (adapted from Meshech Chochmah Bereishis 9:7)

A He’arah on the Meshech Chochmah

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz, Machon Aleh Zayis

In the Gemara in Chullin (109b) to which the Meshech Chochmah
alludes, Yalsa, the wife of Rav Nachman, declares that for everything
the Torah forbade, it permitted something comparable. She
proceeds to enumerate prohibitions together with their permitted
counterparts: although the Torah forbade the chelev of a beheimah,
for instance, the chelev of a chayah is permitted.

i | | In the passage above, Rav Meir Simcha Hakohen

‘= = assumes that the reason for this phenomenon is
that a person cannot be overly restricted; he must
be given some outlet for his urges. This is akin
to the dispensation of yefas to’ar in this week’s
parshah. Indeed, yefas to’ar itself is one of the
examples in the Gemara.

Maharsha, however, explains Yalsa’s statement
differently: one should not mistakenly attribute
the Torah’s prohibitions to some inherent harm or
repugnance in the forbidden items, for were that
the case, their counterparts would not have been
permitted. Rather, the Torah forbade them for
reasons beyond human comprehension.

According to Maharsha, it is understandable that the Gemara
includes blood, which is permitted in the form of liver, as well as
yibum. According to the Meshech Chochmah, however, neither
belongs on the list. The Mishnah at the end of Makkos (23b)
describes blood as something from which a person recoils. It is
not something people crave; why, then, would the Torah need to
offer a concession?

As for yibum, it is not a dispensation a person can avail
himself of at will; only if his brother dies childless may he marry
the widow. If the Torah’s intention was to provide an outlet for
a person’s desires, why should that outlet be confined to such
specific circumstances?

According to Maharsha, by contrast, this fits well: if the
very same thing is permitted under specific circumstances, it
is thereby demonstrated that the prohibition is not due to any
inherent repugnance or harm, but solely to the will of Hashem.
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