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Preface 1

Preface

It is appropriate to honor Daddy/Opa with a sefer of 7m0 ™21, because
his greatest simcha was learning Torah, especially biyun. His greatest
nachas was seeing his high level of learning and hasmadah transmitted to
the next generation, as is evidenced by this chibbur.

Opa was mikayem %mxa nw »> o Amnn nxt. For many years, every
Shabbos, Daddy would learn the full-sized nw» nmax nwn m%w that
Mommy bought him for his birthday, until he literally fell asleep over
the sefer. Later, he learned x”awvn mawm mbxw. In the summer, for many
years Opa delivered a gemara shiur in Sackett Lake each Shabbos. He
invested a great deal of energy into making the shiur interesting and
exciting for baalei batim with limited gemara knowledge.

He started a chaburah of approximately forty or more baalei batim in
the Washington Heights Agudah, ensuring that everyone would learn the
same limud. Keep in mind that during most of those years, there was no
beis medrash open at night; each Shabbos, someone else would deliver a
chaburah. Some of Opa’s own chaburos are printed in this volume. The
head of the Agudah once called Opa for an important meeting regarding a
matter worth tens of thousands of dollars. It turned out the chaburah
members were in conflict over whether to learn Moed or yeshivishe
mesechtas, and he sought Opa to mediate the disagreement.

We always knew that if we were in trouble, the best way out of it was
to offer a good ha’ara or kasha, which would completely assuage Opa’s
anger.

Opa was deeply proud of our learning. He was extremely proud of
Avi and Shani’s yeshivah, always saying Torah is the best s’choira. He was
equally proud of Joey’s sedarim, and Shia’s many chavrusas [marveling at
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how Shia could concentrate during his home seder with Farkas over the
phone]. m102 X731 how Ozzie's father, Rav Chaim Swiatycki zt"], remarked
that he could only properly prepare his sefarim by learning with Ozzie.

In the most significant decision of his life, Opa sought a wife with
enormous enthusiasm, Yiddishe idealism, and a deep intellectual
yearning, who would encourage him to learn and be marbitz Torah.
Indeed, Omi became his lifelong chavrusa, often posing penetrating
questions on his divrei Torah.

Opa's development in Torah learning was significantly aided by his
longtime Rebbe, Rav Shlomo Wolbe, and his older brother Uncle
Manfred/Menashe, who nurtured his Ahavas Torah.

It is singularly meaningful that this volume includes chiddushei Torah
from many of Opa’s rabbeim, because Opa embodied 21 7> nwy and omon
o»n ux. Opa identified Rabbeim as future gedolim when they were still
very young—notably R’ Schlesinger, when he hardly had a minyan, R’
May, R’ Schechter, R” Shmuel Brudny, and R’ Abba Berman. When I was
tive years old, I can remember Opa being constantly perturbed over R’
Aharon Kotler's illness. The x1p17 of R Avrohom Kalmanowitz and Rav
Wolbe were always before him. As youngsters, we remember that Omi
and Opa would become extremely animated just speaking about the Mir.

Many thanks to Abba Beinish Swiatycki, who sourced the divrei
Torah herein from gedolei hador and the family. He labored skillfully
and tirelessly day after day to create an extraordinary zikaron to Opa,
making special efforts to secure divrei Torah from Opa’s rabbeim. mxwn
12 11 1. He should continue to be a source of nachas to the family.

Chaim Lehmann



