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Enduring Voice
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Many mitzvos were given to Klal Yisrael as a zecher — a
remembrance — to Yetzias Mitzrayim: tefillin, mezuzah,
korban Pesach, and matzah, to name a few. Why were
Bnei Yisrael not commanded to
perform even a single mitzvah as a
remembrance to Ma'amad Har Sinai,
the giving of the Torah itself? Belief
in Yetzias Mitzrayim is fundamental
to our emunah; but so is Matan Torah,
perhaps even more.

Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l (Mishnas
Rabi Aharon, vol. 1, p. 34) asks this
question and remarks that the answer
lies in this week’s parshah.

After repeating the Aseres HaDibros,
Moshe Rabbeinu said to Bnei Yisrael
(Devarim 5:19):

“These words Hashem spoke to your entire assembly at
the mountain, from the midst of the fire, the cloud, and
the thick darkness; in a great Voice, that is unceasing (v'lo
yasaf) and He inscribed them on two tablets of stone and
gave them to me.”

Rashi, citing Targum Onkelos, explains “Kol gadol v’lo
yasaf” to mean that the Voice did not stop — for Hashem’s
Voice is powerful and endures forever.

172pn oYY T NwYAL7IWYI Y ‘N 12737 (1,32 0°Ynn) 2°NJ71,1°0
,OTR T QWY RN WIpnn N°a Yw 1t iR xn 7ax ,n%1vv oip’ Xn
Y 1IN 1InN1”7,0”7apn 119 111X 70 YY1,711NY ATNY NR

Rav Shneur Kotler with Rav Elya Svei

Rashi’s implication is that the ma'amad of Matan Torah
— including the thunder, the fire and all the revelations
— was not a one-time event. It continues to this day. The
Voice of Hashem that proclaimed Anochi Hashem Elokecha,
the other Dibros and the entire Torah never fell silent.

The Ribbono shel Olam implanted that “great voice”
of Matan Torah within the Torah itself. When a person
immerses himself in Torah he merits
to hear that voice and to attain the
level of recognition of Hashem that
Klal Yisrael reached at Har Sinai.

For this reason, no mitzvah is needed
to commemorate Matan Torah.

Yetzias Mitzrayim occurred once;
deeds are needed to preserve its
memory. But the giving of the Torah
is not a thing of the past. It occurs in
the present, in every generation. Our
possession of the Torah is not merely
due to the fact that Hashem gave it to
us back then; rather, He constantly gives it to us. There is,
therefore, no need for reminders.

Similarly, the berachos in which we praise Hashem for
giving us the Torah — Nosein HaTorah, Hamelamed Torah
l'amo Yisrael — are phrased in the present tense. Currently,
at every moment, Hashem is giving His people the Torah

once more.
(Ruach Eliyahu. Shmuessen of Harav Elya Svei zt”l. Machon Aleh Zayis)
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Acritical investigation
of the source of techeiles,
its disappearance,
and the modern murex theory

Rabbi Mordechai Cohen

sal Halachos for the time of the coming Beis Hamikdash
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