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Do No Harm
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The Meshech Chochmah observes that the Torah
permits a yefas toar only in the wake of absolute victory—a
campaign in which Bnei Yisroel took captives and none of

explains the allowance in precisely these terms. Amid
the surge of emotion and exultation that accompanies a
victorious campaign, “Hashem knew that it is unlikely that
the soldier will successfully withstand the passions,” and
the Torah therefore permitted even a married yefas toar.
If so, what difference does it make whether his brethren

their own remained in enemy hands. This is
the meaning of “312 PpYx ’n 1nn,” Hashem
has delivered the enemy entirely into their
hands. Only then may a yefas toar be taken.

The reason, writes Rav Meir Simchah, is that
when the enemy holds captives of its own,
the customary course is to exchange them. A
soldier who takes a yefas toar as his wife has
removed her from that exchange, and one of
his own is left to languish in enemy hands on
her account.
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Rav Uren Reich shlita speaking at the
Centennial Yahrtzeit of Rav Meir Simchah
Hakohen, hosted by Machon Aleh Zayis

= are languishing in a foreign prison? If an

outright issur cannot restrain him, why
should the prospect of a prisoner exchange?
Reb Gershon Tennenbaum suggested
that we can perhaps extrapolate from this
Meshech Chochmah that even where a person
cannot ordinarily control his passions, he can
control them—and is expected to control
them—when indulging those passions would
harm others. There are circumstances in

which yiras chet alone may not hold a person

Yet the allowance of yefas toar itself rests
on a concession to human weakness. Rashi, citing Chazal,
traces it to the principle “v1n 7% 7213 kYR 171N 12T RY,” in
the heat of war a soldier may be unable to restrain himself,
and had the Torah not permitted her, he might take her
regardless. The Meshech Chochmah himself, in parshas
Noach (Bereishis 9:7, p. 128-129 in the Aleh Zayis edition),
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back; the knowledge that he could bring harm
to his family or his brethren should be enough to give him
the control he otherwise lacks.

The Torah made allowance for a soldier who is powerless
before his passions. It made no such allowance where his
brother’s freedom is at stake. The enemy’s surrender must
be unconditional; the Torah’s concession is not.

1”72pN WINTW ATIPD O TV YRIW? 7121 0°NY NRI
12102 1NAW1 DX 2°wnY Y01 IR1,0°A171 °T1AY PYND’1 1NNWI NR
.N20 0Y1wY wi2° XD1nnaxnn 1pnY

,OTRAW 1010 PYNN 710 ,”7171NY Awyn 1917 9112 71090 P01
n1oYn >732Y YIwnn 0IRAY 2NN PYNN 110 71NYnwd nwyn 1917
“ANKRYAT 12771 TARN TWK PNR N7aR 799 nwyn 1917 ,(2,21p Naw)
N1°N22 X101 VR, 1INAYI WY °5Y OTR YD TN1PRn N1Inn pon Ta1d
N21WN2 1NN T YY1,0TR INIR N7 1°wNY Y127 07X PRY,NTAR

NS =Y
NEIDESHE

The Gutman Edition

o
<
l ‘J\ OS]
Nl | N
! 43

SHAUL ALTER
Moadim

Elul - Tishrei

————uy
b e )

DY
7Ion N

oxaw ow pINm 139
57181 1050 INNY PR 239 PRI
POINT TN

JPUNI3 PP

wemuseny
i

T 1ang

CTIIY TS MY B
wwn o

ESHECH CHOCHMAH

Translated and Elucidated
with In-Depth Annotation

Sefer Bereishis

RABBI AVROHOM WAGNER

AVAILABLE AT ALEHZAYIS.COM




