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Foundation of
Avodas Hashem

noYY PPYR ‘N NR AXTY OR 7D qRYn YRIW PPYXR ‘N R YRIW? Ny
Aqwba 9531 732% Y02 PPPYXR ‘N NR TIAYH MR NAnRY 1017 Hoa
(2™ ,»™a7)

Moshe tells Klal Yisrael, “What does Hashem ask of you?
Only that you fear Him, that you follow in His ways and that
you serve Him...” Is acquiring true fear of Heaven a small
thing? The pasuk implies that building yiras Shamayim is an
easy task. The Gemara (Berachos 33b) answers that, indeed,
for Moshe Rabbeinu it was a small task (the meforshim deal
at length with the explanation of this answer).

Analyzing the rest of the pasuk, Rav Elya Lopian points
out that the subsequent requirements are no less difficult
to achieve. Each one begs explanation as to why Moshe
made it sound simple. Why, then, does the Gemara only
ask about yiras Shamayim?

Laleches b'chol derachav: This refers to the thirteen Middos
of Hashem that one is obligated to emulate (Sifri Eikev).
The entire sefer Tomer Devorah, authored by Rav Moshe
Cordovero, is devoted to this concept. Is it an easy task?

Ul'ahava Oso: How does one come to love Hashem? Chazal
(Sifri Devarim 6:5) ask this question with regard to the pasuk
“Vahavta es Hashem Elokecha,” and they refer to the next
pasuk in Shema for the answer. “V’hayu hadevarim ha'eileh
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asher Anochi metzavecha hayom al levavecha,” say Chazal,
refers to limud haTorah. Through learning Torah one comes
to recognize Hashem. Is limud Torah an easy task?

V’laavod es Hashem Elokecha b'chol I'vavcha u'vchol
nafshecha: The usage of the term “levavcha,” as opposed to
“libecha,” teaches that one most love Hashem with both
his yetzer tov and his yetzer hara (Mishnayos Berachos 9:5,
on the pasuk V'ahavta es Hashem Elokecha b’chol levavcha).
The word has a similar meaning in this pasuk. It teaches
that one must serve Hashem both with his yetzer tov,
his spiritual energy, and with his yetzer hara, his physical
energy. In other words, one must act for the sake of serving
Hashem even while fulfilling his physical needs.

The same Mishna says that the command of “B'chol
nafshecha” includes the mitzvah of mesiras nefesh,
sacrificing one’s life al kiddush Hashem.

These mitzvos all require tremendous effort. Why do Chazal
only ask about the first item in the pasuk, yiras Shamayim?

Chazal’s message, Rav Elya teaches, is that yiras
Shamayim is the basis and the key to all lofty madreigos
in serving Hashem. A person who has learned to properly
fear Hashem will naturally aspire to and achieve the
other madreigos mentioned in the pasuk. Without yiras
Shamayim, it is impossible. When the Gemara asks, “Is yiras
Shamayim a small task?” the question inherently includes
all the other requirements, because fear of Heaven is the
foundation of it all.
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