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Egla Arufa by the
Kohanim?

(7 R”2) 1119 712 1000 1WA

And the Kohanim b'nei Levi approach.

The Vilna Gaon in Aderes Eliyahu
comments on this passuk, “melamed
shekol hamaasim naasim davka bifnei
hakohanim—this teaches that all the
actions were done specifically in front
of the Kohanim.”

The question here is where in this
passuk do we see that all the actions were
done in front of the Kohanim? On the
contrary, the connotation would be that
they only stepped in at this point after
the calf had been slaughtered.

Moreinu HaRav Aharon Kotler (Mishnas Rabi Aharon Al
Hatorah) explains that wherever we find the passuk using the
word “gisha,” the implication is that the subject is moving
closer to something in whose presence he was already in but
is now drawing closer. To illustrate this, he brings several
examples: In Parshas Toldos, Yitzchok commands Yaakov,
“gesha nu vamushicha beni—come closer, my son, and I will
feelyou.” In Parshas Vayigash, it says, “vayigash eilav Yehuda—
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Rav Aharon Kotler Zatzal

and Yehuda drew himself close [to Yosef],” and so on. In
each example, the subject about whom it says "vayigash" was
already present and is now moving closer.

This, explains Rav Aharon, is where we see that all the steps
of the egla arufa process were done in front of the Kohanim.
By stating “vanigshu” when it came time for them to daven
for Klal Yisroel, the passuk is teaching
us that they were present prior to this
point, and only drew closer when it came
time for them to actively participate in
the proceedings.

With this, Rav Aharon answers another
puzzling question. When outlining the
process done by the zekeinim when an
egla arufa is brought, the Mishna in Sota
45b continues directly into the part of
arifa — the slaughtering of the calf — implying that this too
is done by the zekeinim. The Rashash asks, how can this be
when the Gemara in Menachos 18b states that Rabi Shimon
considers egla arufa as one of the avodos that are done by
the Bnei Aharon. Rav Aharon answers that it is possible that
Rabi Shimon means that the Bnei Aharon presided over it,
as the Aderes Eliyahu says that the entire process was done in
their presence. However, the actual slaughtering was done
by the zekeinim, as is implied in the Mishna in Sota.

(Mishulchan Govoha)
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