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Preface

Today’s market features a plethora of packaged products, from cardboard to plastic,
from foil to paper. As such, if and how a particular package may be opened on Shabbos is
a question that many of us encounter each and every Shabbos. Some of the more obvious
concerns include koreia (tearing) and soseir (destroying), as well as more subtle issues
such as makeh b’patish (any act which completes an item). To simply be stringent and
refrain from opening packages is not necessarily the proper course of action, as this could
lead to an improper reduction in one’s oneg Shabbos and kavod Shabbos.

It is therefore important for every Jew to learn which packages may be opened on
Shabbos and how they may be opened.

As disposable packages are a relatively recent innovation, this area of halachah lacks
explicit guidance from the Shulchan Aruch and the great Acharonim. Additionally, the
factual background of exactly how disposable packages are manufactured, which is
essential to understanding their halachos, is often unclear. These factors appear to have led
to significant confusion about this topic.

It is precisely this confusion which spurred me to learn this sugya thoroughly and
to produce a sefer that would provide guidance about it. To that end, I have invested
extensive effort in clarifying both the halachos of Shabbos that may be involved in opening
a package, as well as the practical application of these halachos to the many types of
disposable packages commonly used today.

It has been five years since this sefer was first published. With Hashem’s help, it was
warmly received by Jews from across the spectrum, from everyday working men and
women to avreichim learning in kollel. Upon selling out for the second time, I chose to
review everything from the beginning, leading to this updated edition.

The sefer is divided into five parts:

1. Chapters 1-7 present the fundamental halachos of the melachos of Shabbos which
relate to opening packages.

2. Chapters 8-14 explore dozens of commonly used packages, analyzing them one at
a time. The practical halachah on whether and how the package may be opened
appears in bold at the beginning of each section, for quick reference. This is
followed by a more detailed explanation of the basis for the halachah. Hebrew
footnotes contain sources and additional views.

3. Chapters 15-16 discuss issues surrounding the use of disposable packages that are
not directly related to the halachos of their opening, such as ordering a package
which will arrive on Shabbos.
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4. 'This updated, revised edition contains a section with all the illustrations from the
sefer, along with the psakim of Harav Shmuel Felder shlita, which were reviewed
by him to ensure accuracy.

5. The final part of the sefer is comprised of Hebrew miluim (appendices), where
topics that are mentioned briefly throughout the sefer are explored at length and
the various views of poskim are discussed.

The reader is cautioned not to assume that something written about one type of package
will necessarily apply to another type of package. Each package has its own unique
parameters and a slight detail could spell the difference between mutar and assur.

k%

With deep feelings of gratitude, I acknowledge the contribution to this sefer made by
Harav Hagaon Rav Yitzchok Reichman shlita, from whom I have the zechus to receive
shimush in the Beis Horaah of Lakewood. Rav Reichman is more than just a dear friend;
I cherish him as a mentor and rebbi. We spent dozens of hours together toiling over the
sefer, crystallizing the sugyos and extracting their halachic conclusions. Rav Reichman
was also kind enough to review the entire sefer (aside from the Miluim) and his countless
corrections and insights truly enhance it.

I am extremely grateful to Harav Hagaon Rav Shmuel Felder shlita, senior posek of Bais
Medrash Govoha. Rav Felder is the address for thousands of shailos from Lakewood in
particular and the greater olam haTorah at large, yet he gave me a significant amount of his
precious time. I discussed most of the topics in the sefer with Rav Felder, and he graciously
listened to arguments for and against specific conclusions, eventually guiding me toward
a clear psak halachah. His psakim are found on nearly every page of the sefer. While
preparing this revised edition, I reviewed all of Rav Felder’s psakim with him, carefully
examining each one and clarifying any uncertainties. Nearly all of the psakim cited in his
name were heard from him multiple times.

I am indebted to Harav Hagaon Rav Simcha Bunim Cohen shlita, mara dasra of Khal
Ateres Yeshaya in Lakewood and bestselling author of many sifrei halachah, who so kindly
reviewed most of this sefer. This sefer was a useful resource for Rav Cohen in writing the
chapter on opening packages on Shabbos for his revised and expanded magnum opus,
The Shabbos Kitchen. The good fortune I had to learn bthavrusa with Rav Cohen shlita
for more than two years, and to work together with him on his very popular Laws of
Mourning, was a tremendous zechus which I cherish dearly.

I am extremely grateful to Harav Hagaon Rav Yisrael Dovid Harfenes shlita, mara dasra
of Beis Hamedrash Yisrael V’hazmanim. Despite his unrelenting schedule of learning and
teaching Torah, Rav Harfenes shlita has, for many years, granted me the opportunity to
bask in his presence, and I am deeply honored to have received semichah from him. His
sefer Nishmas Shabbos was invaluable in clarifying many of the topics discussed in this
sefer. Many topics were discussed with Rav Harfenes, whose published and verbal rulings
are embedded in much of the sefer’s halachic fabric.
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While preparing this revised edition, I had the privilege of discussing many of its topics
with Harav Hagaon Rav Chanan Cohen shlita, author of Binyan Shabbos, a sefer which
added clarity to many complicated topics discussed herein. He made it his priority to
respond to countless emails, and was eager and willing to lend his time and expertise to
assist in understanding the sugya properly.

I must also express my appreciation to Harav Hagaon Rav Yoel Marton shlita, mara
dasra of Hampshire Hills in Jackson, N.J. His kollel was learning these halachos as I was
writing the first draft of this sefer and Rav Marton reviewed most of the manuscript,
commenting insightfully and helping me clarify matters.

My thanks are also due to Harav Hagaon Rav Nassan Yirmiyah Goldstein shlita, author
of Sefer Pesichas Keilim, on the topic of opening packages on Shabbos. This sefer was of
great benefit to me and I spent many hours discussing its subject matter with its author.

This sefer cites almost all of the psakim contained in the sefer Piha Paschah Bchachmah,
a compendium of the rulings and explanations of Harav Hagaon Rav Pesach Eliyahu
Falk zt”, on the topic of opening packages on Shabbos. I also spoke extensively with the
authors of that sefer.

My appreciation is also due to my dear friend, Harav Hillel Shimon Szimonowitz shlita,
and his staff at Machon Aleh Zayis, who demonstrated great talent and professionalism in
preparing much of the manuscript for print, and in the beautiful layout and design of the
sefer, both inside and out.

Thanks also to my dear friend, Reb Shmuel Lieberman shlita, who skillfully edited the
English manuscript of the sefer and enhanced it with his numerous insightful comments.

I would also like to thank Reb Moshe Kaufman and his team at Israel Bookshop, with
whom it was a pleasure to work once again.

%%

The name of the sefer, Bnei Avraham, is an allusion to my family name, Abramson. I
pluralized the word Brnei so that the name may also serve as a monument to the memory
of my grandfather, Harav Avraham ben Reb Chaim a”h, who was niftar on 28 Menachem
Av, 5767. After suffering terribly during the Holocaust and emerging as the sole survivor
of his family, he immediately set to work establishing a beautiful family; a true bayis
neeman b’Yisrael. Baruch Hashem, all of his offspring, the “Bnei Avraham,” are shomrei
Torah wmitzvos.

My grandfather’s life partner, my grandmother, Maras Chavah bas Reb Moshe Shalom
a”h, was nifterah on 23 Adar I, 5779. She was always happy and grateful for having merited
to survive the War, reach the safety of America, and raise Yiddishe doros. T am certain that
she is deriving pleasure from the publishing of this sefer.

May this sefer bring an iluy to their neshamos, and may they rest in Gan Eden with the
neshamos of the tzaddikim and tzidkaniyos.
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The appreciation I feel toward to my dear parents, Harav Moshe Shalom shlita and
Maras Hope tlita, is boundless. They gave me the gift of a wonderful chinuch in Torah
and yiras Shamayim and sent me to excellent yeshivos. They have always stood by me
and supported me and my family warmly and eagerly, enabling me to learn the Torah
Hakedoshah with serenity. May Hashem lengthen their days and grant them good health
and nachas from all their descendants, and may all their hearts’ desires be filled for good.

I also thank my wonderful in-laws, Harav Shlomo shlita and Maras Yosefa tlita
Lubowsky, who created a home that is full of Torah, chessed, and yiras Shamayim to
an astounding degree. They are always ready to help in any and every way, and I feel
boundless gratitude to them. May Hashem give them long life, happiness, and true nachas
from their descendants.

I cannot adequately praise my wife, Shifra, a true eishes chayil and baalas chessed, who
toils with mesirus nefesh so that I may spend my days in the beis Hashem. It is in her merit
that this sefer is being published. PWYyn oYW M%) 7 >00 1Y NN,

In closing the preface to Sefer Bnei Avraham, perhaps it is appropriate to quote the Sifri
(V’zos Habrachah 352:12), which tasks the building of the Beis Hamikdash specifically to
the Bnei Avraham:

TP RIPIV OIIAR M2, 07T IRIPIV HRIW IND PP PP P M TP TP KD
T RIPIV RN I WITRAY TP RIPIW P2 pHNA, TP RIPIW WIpNHI 11 1327

May it happen speedily, in our days.
Menachem Mendel Abramson

Lakewood

Tammuz 5786
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Part One

HALACHIC
BACKGROUND




Chapter One

Boneh and Soseir

A. Stiras Keilim

The melachah of soseir (destroying) applies to keilim (utensils). Items that fall into the
category of inferior keilim known as “musteki” (see definition below) may be broken and
destroyed for a Shabbos need.' The need does not have to involve food.? It is forbidden
midrabbanan to destroy a musteki where there is no Shabbos need.’?

B. Musteki and Disposables

Many poskim hold that any disposable package qualifies as a musteki and may therefore
be destroyed to access its contents, provided it is for a Shabbos need. (However, it may still
be forbidden to destroy the package because of other melachos, as we will discuss.) These
poskim maintain that even a durable package that could be used long-term is a musteki if
people generally throw it out after removing its contents.*
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C. Flattening Disposable Keilim

Based on the above, one who wishes to dispose of a package or a disposable aluminum
pan may flatten it first to preserve space in the garbage can if he needs that space on
Shabbos. Similarly, one may press down on the garbage with his foot to make room, even
if doing so will break disposable keilim. See Chapter 15, Section E.

D. “Creating” Disposable Keilim

Although, as explained above, an inferior kli may be broken for a Shabbos need,
creating any kli is prohibited under either makeh bpatish (lit. “striking with a hammer,”
i.e., any act which completes an item), or tikkun mana (fixing a kli).> Thus, for example,
although a bottle cap is an inferior kli, many poskim maintain that twisting it off for the
first time is prohibited because the cap is made into a usable kli when it is separated from
the plastic ring that held it in place (see Chapter 8, Sections A, B).
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Chapter Two

Koreia

A. Constructive and Destructive Kriah

One only violates an issur d’Oraysa of koreia (tearing) if the action is constructive,
e.g., tearing something to sew it back together and thereby improve it. If the tearing is a
kilkul (a destructive act), it is only assur mid’rabbanan.! According to some poskim, even
if a kriah (tear) serves a constructive purpose — for example, tearing off a piece of cloth
to be used as a bandage — it is not assur mid’ Oraysa unless the object was torn with the
intention to sew it back together.? However, most poskim reject this view and treat any
constructive kriah as assur mid Oraysa.’
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Tamper-Evident Bottle Cap on Large
Bottle (8.B)

Large (e.g., 2L) bottles
which have caps (metal
or plastic) with tamper-
evident seals should not be
opened.

Tamper-Evident Bottle Cap On Single-
Serving Bottle (8.D)

A single-serving bottle may

be opened, provided that

there is no intent to reuse
the cap.

A cap without a tamper-
evident ring may be
opened.

Making a Hole in the Cap (8.F)

In order to open the cap
of a large (e.g., 2L) bottle,
one must first puncture the
cover (taking care to avoid
destroying letters or images;
see General Rules). This
may be done easily with a
corkscrew. If a large hole is
made, the cap need not be
discarded. If the contents
are carbonated, even a
small hole is sufficient.

4

Removing the Cap with the Ring
Attached (8.H)

A cap may be removed
without  detaching it
from the tamper-evident
ring, using a knife or the
Shabbos Bottle Opener.

Partially Opening the Cap Without
Breaking Any Threads (8.I)

A cap may be turned
slightly without breaking
any of the threads which
connect it to the ring, in
order to squeeze out its
contents.
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Leaving the Ring Attached to the Cap
(8.J-K)

A (large bottle’s) cap may
be opened if the ring
remains partially attached.
If the ring was partially
detached before Shabbos,
the remaining threads
should not be broken.

Tethered Cap (8.])

A tethered cap, which

never fully detaches from

the ring, may not be
opened.

Cutting the Cap Vertically (8.])

The ring may be cut
vertically to loosen its hold
on the bottle, enabling the
cap to be removed with
the ring still attached, as
long as it is more difficult
to screw the cap on or off
than when fully detached.

Separating the Cap from the Ring
Before Shabbos (8.L)

The cap may be detached
from the ring using a razor
or knife before Shabbos and
then opened on Shabbos.

10

Screwing On the Bottle Cap When
Discarding (8.M)

A cap may be
screwed onto the
bottle before it
is thrown in the
garbage.

11

Corkscrew (9.A)

A cork may be removed
from a bottle of wine with
a corkscrew.

12
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