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Kiddush Levanah in
Tishrei

m3a5 s

Based on Pnei Yehoshua K’pnei Levanah: Kiddush Levanah in
Halachah, by Rabbi Yitzchok Yosef Rice Shlita

The Rema (Orach Chaim 426:2 and 602:1) writes that in the
month of Tishrei the minhag is to delay kiddush levanah until
after Yom Kippur. The Levush explains that before Yom Kippur
we are immersed in an atmosphere of judgment (din), whereas
kiddush levanah is meant to be recited with joy and a sense of
spiritual elevation. The Rema Mipano writes that it is fitting to
recite kiddush levanah on Motza'ei Yom Kippur, allowing one to
proceed from one spiritual achievement to another.

The Levush notes, however, that he heard in the name of
a great authority that one should specifically recite kiddush
levanah during the beginning of Tishrei, since a person seeks as
many merits as possible before the Days of Judgment, and the
merit of kiddush levanah may be what tips the scales in his favor.

than Unesaneh Tokef — were the first to go.

Perhaps the answer is bibliographic. Unlike the
rest of the machzor, the Selichos of Yom Kippur were never
standardized. Each locale made its own selection, and the
selections changed from year to
year. In the introduction to his

Attempting to reconcile the two approaches, the Levush suggests
that delaying the mitzvah until after Yom Kippur to fulfill it
with greater joy is itself a meritorious act and provides spiritual
benefit during the Days of Judgment.

The Mishnah Berurah (426:11) writes that on Motza'ei Yom
Kippur one should recite kiddush levanah even before eating.

Not all authorities accept this custom, however. Rav Yaakov
Emden, in his Siddur (Eshkol edition p. 594), argues that one
should recite kiddush levanah at the beginning of Tishrei and not
wait until after Yom Kippur. Rav Chaim Palagi (Mo'ed L’kol Chai
15:50) reaches the same conclusion, despite indications in the
Zohar that favor delaying it. This was also the position of the
Vilna Gaon (Orach Chaim 602; Maaseh Rav 159), the Chazon Ish,
the Steipler (Orchos Rabbeinu I, p. 177), and Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach (Halichos Shlomo, Rosh Chodesh 1, note 108). Rav
Ovadia Yosef (Chazon Ovadia, Chanukah, p. 347; Yalkut Yosef,
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 426:34) concludes that either custom may
be followed.

secondary. Perhaps this is why the Selichos were the first to go.

I was aided in this article by the foreword of Rav Michael Taubes shlita to Selichos
L'Yom Kippur (translated by Steven Erenberg and edited by Rav Yaakov Neuburger),
a volume restoring the Selichos deleted over the years from shacharis, mussaf, and

minchah.
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Yom Kippur Supplement

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis

oD 1oy

In the Debrecin shul, where my grandfather Reb Mordechai Szimonowitz served as
Yamim Noraim baal shacharis for decades, every yotzer, every piyut was recited. And
as if the machzor were not enough, a supplemental booklet was distributed as well,
bearing the modest title "Selichos."

Conundrum Selichos and taanis go hand in hand. Selichos are
recited on every taanis tzibbur, and the days of Selichos between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur are meant to be days of fasting. The
Rema writes (581:2) that the meticulous fast ten days, corresponding
to the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah. Minhag Ashkenaz begins Selichos at
least four days before Rosh Hashanah to complete the number ten,
since it is forbidden to fast on four of the days between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur — the two days of Rosh Hashanah itself,
Shabbos Shuvah, and erev Yom Kippur (Magen Avraham 581:3).

The stronger a day's association with fasting, the larger its
portion of Selichos. On the first day of Selichos many people
fast (Mishnah Berurah 581:15); that
day has a larger portion of Selichos
than the succeeding ones. Erev Rosh
Hashanah is a quasi-fast day (Shulchan
Aruch 581:2) and has the largest
portion of all. More Selichos are said
during the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah than
in the days before Rosh Hashanah,
and Tzom Gedaliah, a bona fide taanis
tzibbur, has more than the rest of the
Aseres Yemei Teshuvah. Conversely, on
erev Yom Kippur, when it is a mitzvah
to eat (Shulchan Aruch 604:1), almost
none are said (Rema 604:2). Tishah
B'Av is the lone fast day without
Selichos, but the fact that Shulchan
Aruch (559:4) points this out proves that Selichos are presumed
to be recited on every taanis.

By this logic, Yom Kippur, the quintessential fast day and the
only one mandated by the Torah itself, should have the most
Selichos. Yet in most shuls today Selichos are recited at maariv and
ne'ilah, with a smattering said at minchah, but during shacharis
and mussaf none are recited.

Pedigree This was not always the case. The earliest sources for
Selichos, as for the liturgy as a whole, are the Geonim. Rav Amram
Gaon (Seder Rav Amram 117) describes rising before dawn during
the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah to say Selichos, as does Rav Kohen
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Tzedek in his account of the two yeshivos of Bavel (cited by the
Rosh [end of Rosh Hashanah] and the Tur [siman 581]). Rav
Amram Gaon elsewhere (see Tur O.C. 620) clearly states that
Selichos are the chovas hayom of Yom Kippur.

Other Geonim (Otzar Hageonim, Yoma, Teshuvos 114 and 116)
likewise conclude that since Yom Kippur is a day of selichah, it is
proper to recite Selichos in each of its tefillos, as was the practice
in the two yeshivos. Rav Hai Gaon requires them throughout the
Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, apparently including Yom Kippur (Otzar
Hageonim, Rosh Hashanah, Teshuvos 32).

The Rishonim debate only how many Selichos to recite at each
tefillah. The Rosh (end of Yoma) and the Tur (O.C. 620) record
in the name of a Gaon the custom of the yeshivah: To recite the
Yud-Gimmel Middos five times during shacharis, seven times
during mussaf, six during minchah, and three during ne'ilah —
twenty-one times in all (see Perishah 620:6). Raavyah prescribes
thirteen recitations at shacharis, corresponding to the middos
themselves; Rav Natronai Gaon records seven at shacharis, five
at mussaf, and three at minchah. The Tur concludes (siman 622)
that the custom is to recite Selichos
in all four tefillos of the day, for Yom
Kippur is a day of selichah.

The obligation to recite Selichos was
assumed binding even in the era of the
Acharonim. The Mateh Efraim (619:44)
legislates in detail which Selichos may
be skipped during shacharis if the hour
is late — clear evidence that Selichos
were still the norm in nineteenth-
century Galicia.

Disappearance A century later,
the practice was disappearing. The
Aruch Hashulchan (620:1) laments the
change. The Rosh and the Tur cite
Geonim requiring the Yud-Gimmel
Middos many times throughout the day, "while we do not
mention them even once." Many minhagim without any basis are
scrupulously guarded, while this custom, rooted in the Geonim
and involving the Yud-Gimmel Middos shel Rachamim, is ignored.

The Aruch Hashulchan blames the chazzanim and their drawn-
out niggunim: "The great luminaries have long cried out against
the chazzanim, but we have not the power to protest; may
Hashem atone."

Even if the chazzanim are to blame, it remains to be explained
why, of all the day's additions, the Selichos — with more halachic
pedigree than any yotzer, arguably even more continued on page 5
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