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Selichos on Hoshana Rabbah

In his recent article on the Selichos of
Yom Kippur, Rav Shimon Szimonowitz
wrote that Selichos and fasting go hand in
hand: every taanis has its Selichos, and the
stronger a day's connection to fasting, the
more Selichos are said on it. However, the
Kol Bo siddur mentions that in the kehillos
of Poland and Lita, Selichos were said on
Hoshana Rabbah as well. Hoshana Rabbah
is not a fast day, so why were Selichos said
then?

Yanky Rlagmane

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz responds:
The Tashbatz (3:160) was asked about
fasting and saying Selichos on Hoshana
Rabbah. The questioner had the practice
of fasting on Hoshana Rabbah and
asked about the Selichos he found in
some siddurim for the day. The Tashbatz
responded that fasting is forbidden on
Chol Hamoed, and that he could therefore
deviate from his practice without concern
for its standing as a minhag. From the
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Tashbatz it would appear that on Hoshana
Rabbah, too, the Selichos accompanied
fasting on that very day.

S
1954 wedding of Rav Hillel Zaks (right to left): Rav Dovid Lifshitz,

Rav Eliezer Silver, Rav Mendel Zaks, Choson, Rav Ephraim Epstein,
Rav Moshe Chevroni, Rav Yaakov Moshe Lesin

A Reliable Source

It has been a pleasure to see the Aleh
Zayis seforim that have begun to grace the
shelves of our seforim stores here in Eretz
Yisrael in the last few months, particularly
the teshuvos of R’ Tzvi Hirsch Grodzensky,
which arrived a few weeks ago.
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Additionally, I immensely enjoyed
the event marking Rav Meir Simcha’s
hundredth yahrtzeit that Aleh Zayis
organized. Thanks for arranging that, as I
know many who benefited greatly from it.

Regarding the recent publication of the
work of R M. M. Yoshor on the Chofetz
Chaim, I would like to bring to your
attention an excerpt from a Mishpacha
article written by Eytan Kobre (issue 630),
in his profile of HaGaon Harav Hillel Zaks:

Rav Hillel, like his brothers, is quite
circumspect regarding the multiplicity of
stories told about their legendary zeide...

Rebbetzin Faiga Chaya Zaks was once
quoted as having said that 85 percent of
the stories told about her father aren’t
reliable. In response, Rav Hillel and his
brother Rav Yaakov Yehoshua asked, “How
could di Mamme have said that? It’s surely
over 90 percent?!”

In the family, the biography written by
Rav Moshe Meir Yoshor is considered the
most reliable of all that’s been written
about the Chofetz
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Looking Forward

Based on Rav Moshe Sternbuch on Chumash Devarim

17 XY7 111 12 YWIN°1 11 01 0°WHY AR N27Y2 NwnA NR YRIW? %13 102”1
J11 nnon

Bnei Yisrael bewailed Moshe in the plains of Moav for thirty days...
Yehoshua Bin Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom (Devarim 34:8-
9).

The pasuk describing the mourning over Moshe’s passing is
immediately followed by the description of Yehoshua’s stature.
Despite their great pain over Moshe’s passing, Bnei Yisrael did
not remain consumed by grief over the past. Instead, they looked
toward the future and accepted Yehoshua’s leadership.

The Jewish way is to move forward after tragedy. Rather than
remain fixed on the pain of the past, a Jew must look ahead and
continue building for the future.

When Rachel passed away during childbirth, she named her

Techum on Yom Tov

3R 1S
U y Based on The Practical Halachos of

Techum Shabbos by Rabbi Yonason Posnik shlita

Techum Shabbos applies equally to Shabbos and Yom Tov
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 397:3). Even though in many
circumstances one may carry on Yom Tov, one must still be careful
not to walk outside of the Techum. The same applies to Yom Kippur.

One may wonder why in fact one is not allowed to walk outside

newborn son Ben Oni, the son of my pain. Yaakov, however, called
him Binyamin (Bereishis 35:18). Why did Yaakov not accommodate
Rachel’s final request?

Rachel wished to immortalize her suffering so that it would be
remembered for all future generations. Yaakov understood that
this was not the Jewish way. A Jew must move forward after
tragedy, looking toward the future rather than dwelling on the
pain of the past.

The Gemara (Moed Katan 25) relates that when Rabi Yaakov
passed away, the stars shone by day. What was the message
behind this unnatural phenomenon?

The light of the stars is always present, but during the day we
cannot see it because the intense light of the sun overshadows
them. Hashem was hinting to Rabi Yaakov’s generation that they
should not despair over the passing of the great tzaddik. There
were other talmidei chachamim in the generation whose greatness
had not been noticed during Rabi Yaakov’s lifetime, but who were
now ready to step forward and let their light shine.

the Techum at all on Yom Tov. After all, one may carry on Yom Tov,
even in a place with no Eruv, for food preparation purposes — ochel
nefesh, so why is Techum different? Shouldn’t it be permitted for
food preparation purposes?

The answer is that only melachah is permitted for food
preparation needs. Techum, however, is not one of the 39 melachos,
but rather a separate halachah. As such, it does not fall into the
Torah’s dispensation of ochel nefesh (Chasam Sofer OC 149).

Chaim, in part
because it was done during his lifetime.
Reb Yisroel Meir once left a certain work
on the Chofetz Chaim on the table just to
see Rav Hillel’s reaction to it.

“You know, the writer of this book is
afraid to face me,” Rav Hillel remarked.

“What’s wrong with it?” Reb Yisroel
Meir’s wife asked.

“Let me show you,” said Rav Hillel.
Opening to a random page, he read out loud
a story about a Radin bochur who went to
take leave of the Chofetz Chaim before
going home. The Chofetz Chaim looked at
him and said, “Is that the way a ben Torah
looks when he goes home?” At that, he went
into the back and came out with a jacket to
replace the torn one the bochur was wearing.

“Now, what do you think,” Rav Hillel
said. “The Chofetz Chaim had a rack of
clothes in the back and said, ‘You know,
you look like a 45 regular’? The only part
of the story that could be true is that
somebody came in to say goodbye to him.”

Twenty-two years ago, Rav Hillel, Rav
Yaakov Yehoshua, and Rav Yisroel Meir sat

shivah in Yerushalayim for their mother. A
visitor sat down in the front and said, “I
know for certain that the Chofetz Chaim
had arampin hishouse, which he’d practice
running up and down in anticipation of
the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash.”

Rav Avraham Yehoshua Soloveitchik shlita

Just then, the brothers heard someone
in the back of the room say with obvious
dry humor, “Mir dacht zich az der salon fun
der Chofetz Chaim iz nit gevehn azoy groys...
[I don’t think the Chofetz Chaim’s living

room was that big].”

It was the voice of Rav Avraham
Yehoshua Soloveitchik.

Moshe Blochnan

YW1 P7RYH

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz responds:
Thanks for your kind words. My father had
the privilege of spending many Shabbos
seudos in the presence of Rebbetzin Zaks.
Invariably, when a story was told about
her father, she would remark, “Er — the
storyteller — hut aza gutten zikaron, er
gedenkt zachen vos iz keinmul nisht geshehn”
[He has such a good memory that he
remembers things that never happened].
Her son, Reb Hershel, asked her how she
heard what the storyteller told if she was
hard of hearing, to which she replied, “Der
Tatteh, zichrono livrachah, hut mir gelernt nor
tzu heren vos men darf heren” [The Tatteh,
of blessed memory, taught me to hear only
what one needs to hear]. But when the story
was told of how severely the Chofetz Chaim
rebuked her for having learned to write
Polish, she nodded along and authenticated
the story.

| 10



continued from page 12 are based on teishvu k'ein taduru.

Rabi Eliezer holds that just as one eats one meal by day and one
at night in his regular dwelling, so must he do in the sukkah. The
Chachamim, in contrast, maintain that just as a man eats when
he wishes and refrains when he wishes in his dwelling, the same
applies in the sukkah.

In the Yerushalmi, even Rabi Eliezer’s requirement of fourteen
mealsis derived not from k'ein taduru but through a gezeirah shavah
from the milu'im (during which the kohanim were commanded to
remain at the entrance of the Ohel Moed day and night for seven
days).

Dwelling on There remains, of course, the beraisa (Sukkah
the Difference 28b): "Teishvu kein taduru — Based on this
they said: all seven days a man makes his sukkah his permanent
residence and his house his temporary one. How so? If he has fine
utensils, he brings them to the sukkah; he
brings his fine bedding to the sukkah; and he
eats, drinks, strolls, and reviews his learning in
the sukkah." This derashah is beyond dispute.

Here, the Yerushalmi comes closest to
a derashah of teishvu kein taduru, but the
difference in language is significant. The
Yerushalmi (Sukkah 2:10) mandates the same
conduct — that a man eat and stroll in the
sukkah and bring his utensils into it — but
the words kein taduru are not used. Instead,
the Yerushalmi reads: "Ein teishvu ela dirah
— 'Teishvu' denotes dwelling as in the pasuk
‘virishtem osah vishavtem bah — You shall take
possession of it and dwell in it'."

While the Bavli establishes that what a man
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Sofer dismissed that work as "Kizvei haRosh — fabrications in
the name of the Rosh" (Teshuvos Chasam Sofer, Orach Chaim 154,
p. 187 Aleh Zayis edition), a suspicion that has long since been
substantiated. Therefore, no evidence can be taken from the
Besamim Rosh.

Rav Dov Ber Trebitsch, a contemporary of the Gra, also extended
the exemption of a choleh. In his Revid Hazahav (Achrei Mos, on the
pasuk "Vachai bahem" [Vayikra 18:5]), he declares it obvious that a
mitzvas aseh is overridden for the sake of a choleh even when his
life is not in danger. He proves this from the halachah that a choleh
is exempt from sukkah. This source is cited by Rav Zelig Reuven
Bengis (Chiddushei Hagrazar, siman 20).

Rained Out If the Yerushalmi makes no exemption for a person
who is uncomfortable in the sukkah (mitzta'er), why does one
leave the sukkah when it rains? This halachah cannot be a matter
of dispute between the Talmudim, since it is
brought in the Mishnah (Sukkah, end of perek
2). Evidently, the Yerushalmi distinguishes
between a mitztaer and a sukkah that has
become uninhabitable. The Yerushalmi rules
that an uninhabitable sukkah is not a sukkah.
When it rains, one is not exempt from the
mitzvah; he simply has no sukkah.

The Mishnah permits one to leave the
sukkah when the rain could ruin his porridge
(mishe’tisrach hamikpah). In the Bavli (29a),
this is measured by personal discomfort. Rav
Yosef, who was particularly finicky, was in fact
permitted to leave the sukkah even when the
disturbance was not severe enough to ruin
the porridge. Accordingly, the Rema rules that
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does at home is the litmus test for the sukkah,
the Yerushalmi holds that any act of dwelling
must be performed in the sukkah, regardless of
whether one would perform it at home.

Sick Leave The ruling of the Mishnah (Sukkah 2:4) exempting
the sick from the sukkah now requires explanation. Both the Bavli
(26a) and the Yerushalmi (ibid) clarify that this includes even a
choleh she‘ein bo sakanah. For the Bavli, the exemption rests on
kein taduru; but how does the Yerushalmi explain it?

Perhaps a choleh is exempt because he is preoccupied with
another mitzvah — tending to his health. Alternatively, he is
exempt because he is not expected to extend himself while ill to
perform a mitzvah.

Either way, the exemption of a choleh would not be unique
to hilchos sukkah. Indeed, Rav Elchanan Wasserman (Kovetz
Shiurim, 2:46) cites a teshuvah of the Geonim (Teshuvos Hageonim,
Lyck 5624, siman 51) that exempts one who is seriously ill from
davening. [It is worth noting that Rav Elchanan was agreeable to
drawing halachic conclusions from these teshuvos of the Geonim,
first published in the nineteenth century. In the same piece he
brings proof from the Geonim against the view of the Acharonim
that the size of eggs has changed since the time of the Gemara.]

The concept of extending the exemption of a choleh to other
mitzvos was already published in the eighteenth century in the
name of the Rosh, in the collection Besamim Rosh. But the Chasam
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regarding sleep the bar is lowered, and even
a drop of rain exempts one from the sukkah
= (639:7).

By contrast, the Yerushalmi (2:10) points out that the Mishnah
does not specify that to leave the sukkah, one’s own porridge must
be ruined; the exemption depends on whether the rain is strong
enough to [theoretically] ruin a porridge (see Tur ibid). This is
consistent with its approach that when it rains, the defect lies not
in the person’s comfort but in the sukkah itself.

Similarly, the Yerushalmi cites the opinion that one who left the
sukkah because of the rain must return when the rain stops, even
in the middle of the night. It relates that Rabban Gamliel and
Rabi Eliezer went in and out of the sukkah all night because it was
raining on and off. This is the ultimate proof that the Yerushalmi
rejects the exemption of mitztaer. According to the Bavli (29a),
based on the din of mitzta'er, one who was forced out of the sukkah
by the rain is permitted to remain inside his house for the rest of
the night.

Contextualizing Fleas These divergent approaches of the
Bavli and the Yerushalmi can explain why the Bavli mentions that
being inundated with fleas exempts one from sukkah in connection
with mitzta’er and choleh, whereas the Yerushalmi mentions a flea-
infested sukkah together with a rained-upon sukkah. For the Bavli,
the heter is based on teishvu k'ein taduru; for the Yerushalmi, it is
based on the sukkah being rendered uninhabitable.



Make Yourself at Home?
Yerushalmi Chumros
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Rav Huna was on the road and grew thirsty. He would not drink until he reached a
sukkah. (Yerushalmi, cited in Magen Avraham 640:16)

No Comparison This episode illustrates one of three curious
chumros in hilchos sukkah that the Magen Avraham records in the
name of the Yerushalmi. The second chumrah: a watchman may
sleep outside the sukkah only when he stands guard protecting
lives; one who merely guards property may not. The third: the
Amora Avduma slept outside his store, and Rabi Chanina
instructed him to sleep in a sukkah. Accordingly, rules the Magen
Avraham, even one who usually eats in his
store, away from home, must eat in the sukkah
on Sukkos.

These rulings run counter to a principle
found repeatedly in the Bavli: "Teishvu k'ein
taduru — Dwell in the sukkah as you dwell at
home." The obligation of sukkah applies only
to what a person would otherwise do in his
house. As such, the Bavli (Sukkah 26a) permits
watchmen protecting property to sleep outside
the sukkah, since they would normally sleep
outside their houses in this situation (see
Tosafos s.v. pirtzah). By the same token, one who
eats at his workplace the entire year ought to
be permitted to eat there on Sukkos. Travelers,
too, are exempt from eating and drinking in the
sukkah, because they eat away from home all year round (Tosafos
s.v. holchei).

However, for all its ubiquity in Talmud Bavli and in the Rishonim,
the expression "Teishvu keein taduru" appears nowhere in Talmud
Yerushalmi. This would explain all these chumros, but it would
require examining the Yerushalmi's approach to many halachos of
sukkah known from the Bavli.

Money The Bavli (Sukkah 26a) teaches that watchmen of
or Life gardens and orchards are exempt from the mitzvah of
sukkah. According to Abaye, the exemption rests on teishvu k'ein
taduru: The Torah bids a man leave the house he inhabits all year
and dwell in the sukkah together with his beds, utensils, and
bedding (Rashi) — and a watchman cannot haul all these out to
his post, on Sukkos or during the rest of the year. According to
Rava, the exemption is based on the adage "Pirtzah kora'ah laganav
— A breach beckons the thief," the danger that a thief, seeing the
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A Prewar European Sukkah

watchman settled in his sukkah, might sneak in and steal the
produce.

In Alim (Haazinu-Sukkos 5783), I pointed out that according
to the Rambam, Rava does not merely offer a second reason; he
rejects Abaye’s derashah (and the Rambam rules accordingly —
Hilchos Sukkah 6:4). Tosafos (s.v. pirtzah), on the other hand, argue
that Rava does acknowledge the derashah of teishvu k'ein taduru.

The Yerushalmi evidently subscribes neither to teishvu kein
taduru nor to pirtzah koraah laganav; it grants the watchman no
exemption unless lives are at stake. This would explain why the
Yerushalmi nowhere mentions that a mitzta'er is exempt from the
sukkah.

The Yerushalmi’s rejection of teishvu k'ein taduru is the key to

many sugyos in which the Yerushalmi diverges
from the Bavli.

Kohanim The Torah exempts women
and Women from the mitzvah of sukkah. The
Gemara (Sukkah 28b; Kiddushin 34a-b)
wonders why a special exemption is necessary,
as women are in any event exempt from all
time-bound mitzvos. The Gemara answers that
the exemption is not self-understood: without
it, one would assume women are obligated. The
Amoraim disagree as to the reason for that
assumption.

Abaye cites the principle of teishvu kein
taduru: it is reasonable to think that just as a
dwelling houses a man together with his wife,
so must the sukkah. Rava points instead to the
gezeirah shavah between "the fifteenth day" of Tishrei (the first
night of Sukkos) and "the fifteenth day" of Nissan (the first night
of Pesach), which would suggest that women are obligated in
sukkah just as they are obligated in the mitzvos of Pesach.

In the Yerushalmi, this entire discussion is absent.

The Gemara in Arachin (3b) references this principle as well. The
beraisa there states that kohanim are obligated in the mitzvah of
sukkah. Why is this statement necessary? "Dwelling" means a man
living together with his wife; since kohanim are often occupied
with the avodah away from home, perhaps they should be exempt.
Rashi concludes that as per teishvu kein taduru, a kohen is indeed
exempt from sukkah while performing the avodah.

The Yerushalmi makes no mention of this discussion either.

Divergent Rabi Eliezer requires fourteen meals to be eaten in
Sources the sukkah, one by day and one at night for seven
days, while the Chachamim set no fixed quota (Mishnah Sukkah
27a). According to the Bavli, both opinions continued on page 11




