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When Was Tashlich
Postponed?
Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

T5un by

Original Sources The earliest sources for saying Tashlich on the
and Reasons first day of Rosh Hashanah appear in Maharil
(Minhagei Rosh Hashanah #9), and is cited by the Rema (583:2).

Maharil doesn’t mention reciting any tefillos, simply saying that
they walk to the water to invoke the zechus of the Akeidah on this
day. This recalls the merit of Avraham Avinu, who walked through
a body of water on the way to the Akeidah. This reason is also
quoted in the Mishnah Berurah (ad loc. #8).

The Rema adds, based on the Sefer Minhagim of Rav Isaac
of Tirna, that one should recite the pasuk, “Yashuv
yirachameinu... v’sashlich bimtzulos kol chatosam
(Michah 7:19). The Rema quotes the minhag of
Tashlich in the context of the simanim performed on
the night of Rosh Hashanah. Of course, this should
not be understood to mean that one “magically”
throws his sins into the water.

Arizal’s Addition - the Although the original
Attributes of Mercy
minhag Ashkenaz, the
component. He would recite three pesukim from Michah, from
“Mi Keil kamocha” through “mimei kedem” (Michah 7:18 - 20),
which correspond to the Yud Gimel Middos Harachamim. These
pesukim are also recited after the haftarah of Shabbos Shuvah and
Maftir Yonah.

Rav Chaim Vital elaborates on the Arizal’s minhag in Shaar
Hakavanos. He specifically says to recite Tashlich after Minchabh,
shortly before sunset, outside the city, and at a living body of
water containing fish. Mi Keil Kamocha should be said three times.
After Tashlich, one should shake the bottom of his garments to
remove the impure forces (klipos).

Shabbos The kabbalistic aspects of Tashlich led to a machlokes
Debate  among mekubalim as to whether it should be recited
on Shabbos. One question is whether the tefillah of Mi Keil
Kamocha is like saying the Yud Gimel Middos Harachamim on
Shabbos, which is itself debated if it is said when Rosh Hashanah
falls on Shabbos (see Mateh Efrayim 584). Rav Yosef Yuzpa of
Frankfurt says that the kabbalistic minhag of shaking the klipos
from one’s begadim should not be done on Shabbos.

Shaarei Teshuvah (O.C. 583:6) concludes that although Maharam
Zacuto opposed saying Tashlich on Shabbos, other great mekubalim

source of Tashlich is from

Arizal added another Novominsker Rebbe zt’lat Tashlich

had no issue with it. This seems to be the majority opinion among
the mekubalim and the Sefardim.

Until recently, Tashlich was performed on the first day of
Rosh Hashanah, regardless of whether it fell on Shabbos. This
is implied by all the poskim who do not mention postponing
Tashlich, with the exception of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. In
Shu”t Shvus Yaakov (Vol. 3 #42), Rav Yaakov Reisher says not to
follow the Kitzur Hashelah’s advice to postpone Tashlich when it
coincides with Shabbos. He proves that both Maharil and Rav
Sholom of Neustadt performed Tashlich on Shabbos. Mateh
Efrayim follows the opinion of Shvus Yaakov, while noting a
minority opinion not to say it on Shabbos.

Pri Megadim writes that he saw Tashlich omitted on Shabbos in
“certain places.” This incident is found in his Teshuvos
Megidos (#108), where he notes that he spent Rosh
Hashanah 5537 (1776) in the shul outside the city
of Lvov. He describes an interesting minhag there.
The kehillah had him serve as baal makri for the first
thirty kolos, and although he held that one should
stand, he followed their minhag and sat. That year,
Rosh Hashanah fell on Shabbos. He notes that
Tashlich was not said, but wonders why. He suggests
that perhaps this was due to the prohibition against
carrying, as Tashlich is said outside the eruv. He had
heard that Tashlich is recited on Shabbos when it is said within
the eruv. He also mentions this reason in Pri Megadim, and it is
quoted in the Mishnah Berurah (ibid.) as well.

Additional Perhaps the change happened because the order
Tefillos of Tashlich expanded. When Tashlich consisted of
simply walking to the river or saying a few pesukim, using a siddur
or machzor was not as crucial. However, over the last two
centuries, many tefillos and bakashos were added to the seder of
Tashlich. Beginning 150 years ago, these additions were
incorporated into the machzorim. The machzor therefore became
a necessary component of Tashlich, making it impossible to
recite outside the eruv.

Additionally, the many bakashos conflict with the halachah of
not saying bakashos on Shabbos, especially when they are not part
of the tefillah itself. Just as Avinu Malkeinu, the tefillah said when
taking out the Sefer Torah, and the tefillos said at Birkas Kohanim
are omitted on Shabbos, these bakashos likewise cannot be said.

Perhaps one can still fulfill the original Tashlich on Shabbos, as
per Maharil and Rema, by simply walking to the water. The many
tefillos and bakashos can be said on the second day or throughout
the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah.
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