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Partners with Hashem

.INY3 ¥R 70VA NNY 0AWN DX 31070 19XIR 01X 99 110° nno?

Hashem shall open for you His storehouses of goodness, the
heavens, to provide rain for you in its time (Devarim 28:12).

Chazal (Sifri, Eikev 6) explain that the expression in its
time means that Hashem will provide the rain specifically
on Shabbos nights, when people are home.

The Medrash Rabba (Bereishis 11:5) relates a conversation
between Rabi Akiva and Turnus Rufus about rain on
Shabbos. Turnus Rufus challenged Rabi Akiva: If Hashem
honors Shabbos, why does he make rain fall on Shabbos,
He is transgressing the melachah of hotzah on Shabbos
by transferring the rain from the domain of heaven to the
domain of the earth? Rabi Akiva responded; the heaven and
the earth both belong to Hashem, and therefore, for Him, this
does not constitute a transfer from one domain to another.

Chazal (Berachos 35a) pose a contradiction between the
pasuk which states; To Hashem belongs the earth and its
contents (Tehillim 24:10) and the pasuk which states; The
heavens are Hashem’s, and the land He has given to mankind
(Tehillim 115:16). The Medrash Lekach Tov (Shemos 9:29)
answers that although the land belongs to Hashem, when
Klal Yisrael does His will He gives it to mankind.

This - says the Panim Yafos - raises a question. Our pasuk
which promises that Hashem will provide rain in its time
refers to what will happen when Klal Yisrael does His will.
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In such a situation, Hashem has given the land to mankind.
The question of Turnus Rufus therefore remains; the rain
that falls from heaven to earth on Shabbos is moving from
one domain to another.

The Panim Yafos answers based on the Gemara in
Shabbos (119b), which says that one who properly keeps
Shabbos becomes a partner with Hakadosh Baruch Hu
in the act of creation. It emerges that when Klal Yisrael
properly keeps Shabbos, both the heavens, from which the
rain falls, and the land, are their possessions.

The pasuk which states that; The heavens are Hashem’s,
is not referring to the heavens from which the rain
originates, but rather to the shemay hashamayim—the
uppermost heavens. The pasuk states: Praise Him, the
uppermost heavens and the waters that are above the heavens
(Tehillim 148:4). From here we see that the waters which
are the source of rain are above the heavens but are not
part of the uppermost heavens.

It is the uppermost heavens that remain exclusively
the domain of Hashem. The heavens from which the rain
originates and the earth, however, both belong to Klal
Yisrael when they keep Shabbos and do the will of Hashem.

The answer of Rabi Akiva is therefore understood: When a
Yid properly observes Shabbos, the rain falling from Heaven
to earth is not a transfer between two domains that belong
to different owners. Both domains belong to those who have
become partners with Hakadosh Baruch Hu in creation.
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