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Ineluctably we are led to the conclusion that Maimonides was aware
of the incorrectness of his position... The errors in Maimonides' letter
bulk too large, the missing links of argument are too apparent... As a
legal defense the 7Zggeret Ha-Shemad is inexplicable, but not as a
work of rhetoric, in the classic (and medieval) sense of the term - as a
pamphlet aimed not at truth but at suasion, at moving people by all
means at hand toward a given course of action. The Zggeret Ha-
Shemad s not a halakic work, not a responsum, but, to use a modern
term, a propagandist tract.. (Maimonides' 7ggeret Ha-Shemad Law and
Rhetoric, p. 306)
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Methodological Distinctiveness

The Eastern rabbinic tradition is characterized by specific intellectual
hallmarks that "Metivot”seeks to highlight:

o Systematic Codification: A move towards organized legal codes (such
as the Rif and Rambam) rather than dialectic piloting.

o Philology and Exegesis: A deep commitment to Hebrew grammar
(Dikduk) and the Peshat (literal interpretation) of Scripture.

o Integration of Thought: A seamless blend of Halakha with Jewish
philosophy (Emunot v’Deot) and ethics.

The Mission of "Metivot”

The primary objective of the Metivot journal is to provide a forum for
scholarly investigation into the legacy of the Geonim and their spiritual and
intellectual descendants, thereby ensuring the preservation and restoration of
this lost heritage. The journal serves as a platform for:

¢ Manuscript Research: Identifying, deciphering, and reconstructing
fragmented texts from the era of the Geonim and Rishonim.

o Translation and Elucidation: Rendering early Judeo-Arabic texts into
accessible Hebrew, accompanied with comprehensive elucidation and
annotation.

o Halakhic and Historical Analysis: Research into the customs, liturgy,
and legal methodology of Jewish communities in the pre-modern
Islamic diaspora.

"Metivot” is dedicated to the mantra of Hahzarat Atarah LeYoshnah
(restoring the crown to its ancient glory). By breathing life into the long-
neglected "dry bones" from the dust of Jewish history, the journal aims to
rejuvenate the legacy of our forebears from the Judeo-Arabic rabbinic
tradition and bring their Torah back into the vibrant discourse of the
contemporary Beth Midrash.



THE VISION OF METIVOT

The Renaissance of the Geonic and Judeo-Arabic Heritage

The Two Houses of Study

With the closure of the Talmudic era, the transmission of Torah split into
two distinct geographical and intellectual trajectories, often referred to in
Rabbinic literature as the "Kingdom of Edom" (Christian Europe) and the
"Kingdom of /shmael' (Islamic Lands).

While the traditions of Christian Europe (Ashkenaz and France) became
the dominant foundation for the modern Yeshiva curriculum, the
monumental legacy of the "Eastern House of Study" - spanning the
academies of Babylon, North Africa, Egypt, Yemen, and Muslim Spain—
gradually faded into obscurity. This school of thought, led by the Geonim, Rav
Saadiah Gaon, and Maimonides (the Rambam), represented a golden age of
Jewish intellectualism that synthesized Halakha with profound philosophical
inquiry and linguistic precision.

The Lost Library

The decline of the Eastern tradition was precipitated by historical
upheavals and a significant linguistic barrier. The vast majority of these works
were composed in Judeo-Arabic. As the center of Jewish life shifted to Europe,
and later as Eastern communities underwent sociopolitical changes (such as
the influx of Spanish exiles in 1492), the ability to access these original texts
was lost.

Consequently, thousands of manuscripts—containing unique Halakhic
rulings, biblical commentaries, and philosophical treatises—were left buried
in archives, most notably the Cairo Genizah, waiting for redemption.
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	(ב:כ) וַיִּקְרָא הָאָדָם שֵׁמוֹת לְכָל הַבְּהֵמָה וּלְעוֹף הַשָּׁמַיִם וּלְכֹל חַיַּת הַשָּׂדֶה וּלְאָדָם לֹא מָצָא עֵזֶר כְּנֶגְדּוֹ:
	(ג:ה) כִּי יֹדֵעַ אֱלֹהִים כִּי בְּיוֹם אֲכָלְכֶם מִמֶּנּוּ וְנִפְקְחוּ עֵינֵיכֶם וִהְיִיתֶם כֵּאלֹהִים יֹדְעֵי טוֹב וָרָע:
	(ג:ז) וַתִּפָּקַחְנָה עֵינֵי שְׁנֵיהֶם וַיֵּדְעוּ כִּי עֵירֻמִּם הֵם וַיִּתְפְּרוּ עֲלֵה תְאֵנָה וַיַּעֲשׂוּ לָהֶם חֲגֹרֹת:
	(ו:ה-ז) וַיַּרְא יי כִּי רַבָּה רָעַת הָאָדָם בָּאָרֶץ וְכָל יֵצֶר מַחְשְׁבֹת לִבּוֹ רַק רַע כָּל הַיּוֹם. וַיִּנָּחֶם יי כִּי עָשָׂה אֶת הָאָדָם בָּאָרֶץ וַיִּתְעַצֵּב אֶל לִבּוֹ. וַיֹּאמֶר יי אֶמְחֶה אֶת הָאָדָם אֲשֶׁר בָּרָאתִי מֵעַל פְּנֵי הָאֲדָמָה מֵאָדָם עַד בְּהֵמָה עַד רֶמֶשׂ וְעַד עוֹף הַשָּׁמָיִם כִּי נִחַמְתִּי כִּי עֲשִׂיתִם.
	לפרשת נח
	(ו:יג) וַיֹּאמֶר אֱלֹהִים לְנֹחַ קֵץ כָּל בָּשָׂר בָּא לְפָנַי כִּי מָלְאָה הָאָרֶץ חָמָס מִפְּנֵיהֶם וְהִנְנִי מַשְׁחִיתָם אֶת הָאָרֶץ.
	(ו:יח) וַהֲקִמֹתִי אֶת בְּרִיתִי אִתָּךְ וּבָאתָ אֶל הַתֵּבָה אַתָּה וּבָנֶיךָ וְאִשְׁתְּךָ וּנְשֵׁי בָנֶיךָ אִתָּךְ.
	(ו:כא) וְאַתָּה קַח לְךָ מִכָּל מַאֲכָל אֲשֶׁר יֵאָכֵל וְאָסַפְתָּ אֵלֶיךָ וְהָיָה לְךָ וְלָהֶם לְאָכְלָה:
	(ח:כא) וַיָּרַח יי אֶת רֵיחַ הַנִּיחֹחַ וַיֹּאמֶר יי אֶל לִבּוֹ לֹא אֹסִף לְקַלֵּל עוֹד אֶת הָאֲדָמָה בַּעֲבוּר הָאָדָם כִּי יֵצֶר לֵב הָאָדָם רַע מִנְּעֻרָיו וְלֹא אֹסִף עוֹד לְהַכּוֹת אֶת כָּל חַי כַּאֲשֶׁר עָשִׂיתִי:
	(ט:ג-ד) כָּל רֶמֶשׂ אֲשֶׁר הוּא חַי לָכֶם יִהְיֶה לְאָכְלָה כְּיֶרֶק עֵשֶׂב נָתַתִּי לָכֶם אֶת כֹּל: אַךְ בָּשָׂר בְּנַפְשׁוֹ דָמוֹ לֹא תֹאכֵלוּ:
	[הערה: השתלשלות תורת הקרבנות]
	לפרשת לך לך
	(טז:ב) וַתֹּאמֶר שָׂרַי אֶל אַבְרָם הִנֵּה נָא עֲצָרַנִי יי מִלֶּדֶת בֹּא נָא אֶל שִׁפְחָתִי אוּלַי אִבָּנֶה מִמֶּנָּה וַיִּשְׁמַע אַבְרָם לְקוֹל שָׂרָי:
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