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Beyond Count

Based on Rav Shaul Alter
on Chumash, Bereishis
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Hashem made the two great luminaries... and the lesser luminary to
rule the night, and the stars (Bereishis 1:16).

Rashi cites the Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 6:4) that upon
minimizing the moon, Hashem gave it a large entourage of stars
in appeasement.

The pasuk in Tehillim (147:4) states, niny 0937 0°37122 1901 Nyin
X1p> — He counts the number of the stars, to all of them He assigns
names. The Sfas Emes (Shemos 5638) questions why we praise
Hashem for His knowledge of the number of stars. Wouldn't it
be greater praise to say that Hashem created the stars? Certainly,
if He created them, He can count them (see Maharal, Chiddushei
Aggados, Sanhedrin 39a). The Sfas
Emes explains that stars are not
countable because they are beyond
what is describable by numbers. When
Hashem challenged Avraham to count
the stars (Bereishis 15:5), it was not
because they are too numerous for a
human being to count, but because
there is no number to them (see
Bamidbar Rabbah 1:14). When Hashem
counts the stars, He creates a number
where no number exists, yesh meayin.
This is the greatness that the pasuk
relates.

However, the Sfas Emes could not have meant that stars are
infinite, as nothing is infinite besides Hashem. Furthermore, the
very notion seems impossible. Of course, Hashem can fashion
something from nothing, as the Creation itself was yesh meayin.
But if stars have no number, how could a number be placed on
them?

The Sfas Emes meant that just as there is a spiritual concept
called ya101n NPwnY, above time, so too, there is a concept of 1 nyvn?
19013, above counting. Although the stars are not physically beyond
number, they are spiritually elevated beyond the boundaries of
our world. Only after the moon was minimized, casting spiritual
darkness upon the world, did Hashem give the stars a “number,”
allowing them to give light to our lowly, darkened world (see Sfas
Emes, Shemos 5646).

Chazal (Megillah 16a; Shemos Rabbah 3:3) compare Yidden
to stars. Each star seems minuscule, but is, in fact, bigger than
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our entire world (see Sfas Emes, Lech Lecha 5646). The Gemara
(Pesachim 94a) says that the entire settled portion of the world
rests under a single star. Just as a star is spiritually elevated and
carries greater significance than the entire world, so too, each
Yid reaches past the boundaries of the world. Just as Hashem
assigns a name to each star, giving it a unique mission, so does He
designate for each Yid a specific mission in life, and a distinct way
of connecting to Him (see Sfas Emes, Shemos 5637 and 5657). At
times, we may feel that we are just an insignificant speck within
the vastness of Creation, but we must know that this is not
accurate. Each Yid is like a star in his own right, vastly important
in the upper worlds, and shining with a unique light.

Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev (Kedushas Levi, Balak)
comments on the pasuk (Bamidbar 24:17) 1py>n 1212 917 — a star
has issued from Yaakov, that 2213, star, is composed of the letters
1”3 and 2”3, which are twenty-six and twenty-two. Twenty-six
represents the ineffable Name of
Hashem. It is beyond comprehension
and has no connection to anything
in the created world. Yet through the
twenty-two letters of the alef beis
with which Yidden praise Hashem
and learn His Torah, they can achieve
a relationship with Him. This is the
praise of 2212 that is bestowed upon the
Yidden. Although we are lowly earthly
creatures, our potential for greatness is
as boundless as the stars. By applying
ourselves to the twenty-two letters of
the Torah, through our Torah learning,
davening, mitzvos, and chessed, we can
achieve the impossible: connecting with Hashem.

When a Yid has heartfelt thoughts of teshuvah, of striving for
closeness with Hashem amid the darkness of this world, the entire
world “rests under his star.” This is the only matter of importance
in the entire world. When a Yid illuminates his star, he is truly
above counting.

We must learn to appreciate the value of our actions. When we
make a berachah, we must say it slowly and deliberately, as the
Gemara (Berachos 47a) instructs, according to the explanation of
the Rishonim (see Rosh, Berachos 7:17; see also Mishnah Berurah
5:1). A berachah is not a passcode, uttered to allow us to eat;
it is a chance to bless the Ribbono Shel Olam. Each tefillah is an
opportunity to praise Hashem and ask of Him whatever we need.
And our Torah learning must be with the understanding that
Hashem sits and learns opposite us.




