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Generated Discussion

Rav Shimon Szimonowitz,
Machon Aleh Zayis

Last week’s Gilyon included a picture, taken from a video, of Rav Moshe Feinstein
zt"l donning tefillin. Several readers observed that it sheds light on multiple halachic
points.

The picture shows Rav Moshe wrapping the retzuah
around his arm only three times, with it already wound around his
fingers, before the Shel Rosh is on. The common practice is to make
all seven wraps before donning the Shel Rosh.

Tur (siman 25), quoting the Rosh, writes that one should place
the Shel Rosh before wrapping the retzuah around the arm, as the
second berachah refers back to the Shel Yad, and interruptions
between the two berachos should be minimized as far as possible.
Further, he writes that the wrapping is not integral to the mitzvah
of tefillin. Shulchan Aruch rules accordingly (25:11), as does the
Beis Yosef, but for a different reason.

Beis Yosef cites the Teshuvos HaRosh stating
that the first berachah on the Shel Yad also covers
the Shel Rosh. Thus, the two acts of donning tefillin
should be kept as close together as possible.

Taz (25:9) cites both reasons. According to the
Tur, this concern only arises for one who recites
both berachos, but according to the Teshuvos
HaRosh, the concern applies even to one who
only recites one berachah.

Taz and Magen Avraham (25:18) both record that the Arizal
wrapped first, and the Magen Avraham explains that he held the
wrapping to be part of the mitzvah. It is worth noting that the Taz
specifies that the Arizal completed all seven wraps before placing
the Shel Rosh, while the Magen Avraham says only that he wrapped.

In Darchei Moshe by Rav Shachna Mendel Scheiner
(vol. 2, Parshas Va'eschanan, p. 165), a talmid asked
Rav Moshe about his practice, and Rav Moshe answered: “Since
you asked, I will tell you. My practice is to make only two or three
wraps on the arm (following the view of the Rosh), to wind the
retzuah around the fingers, and only then to put on the Shel Rosh;
afterward I go back and complete the wraps. But [ will not put this
in writing, since it runs counter to the prevailing custom.” The
author explains that Rav Moshe held wrapping the finger to be
part of donning the Shel Yad.
In Rav Moshe's lifetime, Rav Shimon Eider (Halachos of Tefillin,
p- 55, note 128) recorded the “Minhag HaGaon Rav Moshe Feinstein
shlita.” After tightening the Shel Yad, Rav Moshe wrapped once half
above and half below the elbow, once fully around the forearm,
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once half above and half below the wrist, and three times around
the middle finger.

After putting on the Shel Rosh, he removed the wraps from his
finger, made the seven wraps around the arm saying “Posei'ach es
yadecha,” reciting one word per wrap (see Aruch HaShulchan 27:19),
and wrapped the finger again. Rav Yisrael Taplin also observed this
practice at Tiferes Yerushalayim (Tzohar vol. 15, p. 25).

Rav Moshe did not want to impose his practice on others.
Darchei Moshe (vol. 2, p. 326) records in the name of Rav Gershon
Spiegel that when talmidim asked Rav Moshe whether to imitate
him, he told them “to follow the common practice and make the
seven wraps immediately.”

The video shows two further details. Rav Eliezer
Weiss once watched Rav Moshe don tefillin and noticed that he
picked up the Shel Rosh by the kesher and let the bayis dangle
below his hand. Shulchan Aruch (40:1) forbids letting tefillin hang,
but Mishnah Berurah (40:2), following Taz and Pri Megadim,
excludes “holding the Shel Rosh by the straps,
hanging in the air, and placing it on the head,
since that is necessary for putting them on.”

Just before putting on the Shel Rosh,
Rav Moshe also kisses it. In Igros Moshe (Orach
Chaim 4:10), he considers whether a kiss in
between the Shel Yad and the Shel Rosh is a hefsek.
The wrapping cannot prove it permitted, he
notes, since according to the Rosh, the wrapping
is not part of the mitzvah, and a kiss certainly is
not. He concludes nevertheless that “logic inclines toward its not
being a hefsek, since it involves no delay at all.” The video shows
him following his own ruling.

It is not clear from the video whether Rav Moshe
recited one berachah or two. He murmurs something before
“Posei'ach es yadecha,” but it seems the footage was edited just then.
I heard from Rav Dovid Birnbaum of Kensington that Rav Moshe
recited only one berachah, and he records this in his Zerach
HaShemesh (p. 293) in aletter to Rav Hillel Zaks. Likewise, Shmaatsa
D'Moshe (note 7) cites Kol HaTorah that he made one berachah.

However, Rav Berel Feinstein heard his grandfather assume in
conversation that two are said, and in Igros Moshe (Orach Chaim
2:110), Rav Moshe himself writes of “our practice, to recite al
mitzvas on the Shel Rosh even without an interruption.”

Either way, his personal practice of skipping the seven wraps
before donning the Shel Rosh makes sense. As mentioned, the
Teshuvos HaRosh reasons that the single berachah on the Shel Yad
covers the Shel Rosh as well, so the Shel Rosh must follow without
delay whether one recites one berachah or two.
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